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again, especially as we have land suitable
for dairying purposes close handy to where
the factory is sitnated. It would be neces-
sary for the Government to repurchase the
land, but in suggesting thai we are not
asking for any preferential treatment. If
it i3 good enough to provide group settle-
ments with eows on land whose suitability
experience has proved to be questionable,
surely land such as the Greenough flats that
is said to be eminently suitable for dairy-
ing is worthy of consideration. Inquiry
might well be made into the cost of pur-
chasing a fair-sized area, and providing
cows for the people who take it up. That
wonld give the distriet a chance of getting
zome return from the money expended on
the Geraldton butter and bacon factory. I
snpport the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

Op motion by Hon. C. H. Wittenoom,
debate adjourned.

House adjrurned at §.72 p.m,

Regislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 16th August, 1928,

PaGE

Personal axplanatlou. Mr. Sleemnn and t.he * Weat
Australian’ ... e g;:
Leave of abhsence . - 2

Address-in-Reply, aeventh day

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr, Sleeman and the “West Australian.”

ME. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [433]: 1
vise to make & personal explanation. In
'this morning’s issme of the “West Austra-
lian” I am eredited with having asked soms
¢uestions in the House yesterday, whereas
they are gquestions which emanated from the

-hon, member,
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member for Katanning (Mr, Thomsen). 1
am always prepared to stand by anything
1 do myself, but I am not prepared to father
all the questions that may be asked by that
I know mistakes do happen.
I trust now that attention has been called
to this matter, the Press will make the nee-
essary correction, and give that correction
the same publicity as was given to the
questions that were published in this morn-
ing’s paper.

Hon. G. Taylor: And put the same qualily
into it

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr., C. P, Wansbrough,
leave of absence for one month granted to
the member for York (Mr. Latham) on the
ground of urgent private business.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the member
for South Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum),
ont the ground of urgent publie business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [4.36]:
The position in which the State finds itself
should be n cause for congratulation on the
part of all parties, both Government and
otherwise,

Hon. G. Taylor: Spezk for yourself,

Mr, KENNEALLY: I am endeavouring
to do that. I assume that members of the
Opposition are just as desirous of secing
the State prosper as arc memhers of the
Government side of the House.

Hon. W. J. George: Why should they not
be?

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the member for
Mt. Murgaret (Hon. G. Taylor) on behalf
of the Opposition takes exeeption to that,
I must confine my assumption to members
on this side of the House.

Mr. Richardson: Members over here are
quite capable of spesking for themselves.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I feel sure this House
will approve of any action ‘that the Goveru-
ment may take in conjunction with the Cen-
tenary Committee, which they have been
responsible for forming with the objeet of
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sceing that the hundredth birthday of the
State is eelebrated in a manmer befitting
Western Australin. This eommittee will gee
to it that the right thing is dene in connec-
tion with the celebrations attendant upon ths
birthday of the State. It will shortly be
appealing to all members to assist it in its
work, I feel sure that the House, by its
support, financially and in other ways, will
render all possible assistance to make the
celebrations a success, more especially in
view of the faet that the members of the
commiltee are representative of all sections
of the comnunity. The development that
has taken place gencrally has been referred
to in the Speech. Whilst that development
has brought in ijts train a eansiderable de-
gree of success, it bas also brought with it
a certain amount of trouble relative to what
has been referred to during the debate as
the unemployment question. It is not diffi-
feult to trace the causes which have
led up to fthe greatest part of the
trouble through unemployment that has
been suffered in this State. Last year
Western Australia was the one part of the
Commonwealth that could be said to have
had a successful season. This suecess, com-
pared with the so-called failures in the East-
ern States, directed the eyes of those who
required employment as a result of those
failutes towards this State, which was able
to provide a eertain nmount of work owing
to its having passed through so good a time.
A State ean, after all, absort only a given
number of wotrkers each year. It is not
unusual to find that a State cannot absorh
all those who are seeking employment within
its borders. When the Hill Government
were defeated in South Australia and the
Butler Administration took charge, one of
the first acts of the new Government was to
dismiss 2,000 railway employees. I am
willing to aver from aetual knowledge that
this State received from 340 to 400 of those
men, who came here in the belief that, on
account of the good harvest they had read
about, employment would be offering in
Western Australia for them. As it was with
the railways, so was it with other avenues of
employment. Our prosperity brought unem-
ployment in its trail, not for the people
already in the State, but for those who had
migrated here in numbers larger than the
State eonld at the time absorb. It will be
agreed that to the extent that unemployment
is attributable fo the causes I have men-
tioned it will be merely {ransitory. Another
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aspect of unemployment has fo be con-
sidered, namely the continual stream of
people coming to this country from over-
seas. We have been told fhat the Prime
Minister has made arrangements by which
a limited number of Southern Europeans
shall come to this country. We have been
told he has made definite arrangements with
respect to the number of Italians who will
be allowed into this country. He is the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth, and when he
speaks of “this country,” he speaks of the
Commonwealth. Qur difficulty is that though
the pumber may be limited to 3,000 or 4,000
souls a year, nothing has been said as to
which State or States shall receive these
people, and in which State they are expected
to make their permanent homes. The un-
fortunate position in which this State finds
itself is that it seems to be getting more than
a fair share of these Southern Europeans.

The Premier: Nearly half the total coming
to Australia.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Instead of receiving
the gquota which should be ours, which on
account of our limited population would he
small if we took them on the per capita basis,
we have, as the Premier gays, received almost
half the number of Southern Europeans who
are making their permanent homes here.
‘With respect to a large number of those
coming in through these channels it is not a
question of a permanent home; it i3 a ques-
tion of using this eountry simply as a means
of raising sufficient finance fo enable them
subsequently to live in another country. It
can readily be understood that there are
people in this as in any other country pre-
pared to exploit this kind of labour. That it
is being exploited in this country there can
be no doubt.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yon want proof before
you make a statement as wide as that.

Mr. EENNEALLY : 1 anticipated the
Lion. member would want proof. His leader
in the Federal arena wanted proof, just as
he does. We had to take the trouble to give
the proof to his leader in the Federal House.

Hon. W. J. George: That is all right.

Mr. KENNEALLY : We complained to
the Federal Government that Sounthern
European labour was being exploited by the
farmers in this State. We asked the Federal
Government to give counsideration to the in-
troduction of the yuota system in relation to
migration, just as has been done in America.
In support of our application we informed
the Prime Minister that Southern Europeans
were being employed here at £1 or 10s. a
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week, and, in some instances, at nothing per
week but their keep. The Prime Minister
challenged the accuracy of the statement,
and that necessitated proeuring sworn affi-
davits. They were obtained and forwarded
to the Prime Mimster, whe then instituted
his own method by whieh to obtain informa-
tion as to the correctness of vur assertions
and of the statements contained in the affi-
davits. When he was satisfied that the
allidavits were correet, and when further
aflidavits had heen forwarded to him, the
Prime Minister did not again challenge the
accuracy of the statements. On the other
hand, when further pressed to introduce the
gqnota system in conneetion with migration
to Aastralia, he replied that to do so would
raise diffieult international complieations.

Hon. G. taylor: And eomplications may
be very dangerous.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The hon. member has
been suffering from eomplications for a long
time! The point made by the Prime Min-
ister raised the greater qunestion as to
whether Australa is to be the one country
in the world that eannot be permitted to say
what pecople shall be admitted within its
borders, or in what numbers foreigners may
come in., TIf Ameriea Lad dealt with the
problem in the same wayv, and had accepted
the position that <he was not to have eontrol
over migration to her shores for fear such
aetion would raise international complica-
tions, the trouble that we have in Australia
wounld not be our experience to-day. T be-
lieve it is becanse the uninterrupted stream
of foreign migration to America was
stopped by the introduetion of the quoia
system, that the flow of Southern Europeans
has been directed to Auvstralia. If we do
not take the necessary action in this young
eountry to prevent the undue influx of
foreigners, we will be faced with the question
of flooding to an inordinate degree by
Southern Europeans. That inflow will go on
to such an extent that the foreigners will
not be able to intermix with the Australian
population without mental disadvantage to
our Australian-bevn. That is a point that
must he considered from our own point of
view,

Hon. W. J. George: Hear, hear!

Mr. KEXNEALLY: When we are fold.
as we have been told during the debate, that
we should not take action to have effect given
in the direction T have suggested, I am con-
strained to point out that in so far as it is
possible to take action from the State point
of view, that aetion has heen taken. Any
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suecess that can result musi necessarily rest
in hands other than our own. We cannot pre-
vent Southern Europeans and other foreign-
ers from coming to Western Australia merely
by State action. They ean be prevented from
coming here if the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are seized with the necessity to take
action.

Hon. W. J. George: The State Govern-
ment can make representations to the Fed-
eral {iovernment.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Those representa-
tions, both at the suggestion of the Aus-
tralian Labour Tarty and ivrespective of
their suzgestion, lave a'ready been made by
the Premier.

The Premier: There is a big file buiit up
with those representations,

Hon. W. J. George: T do not object to the
A.T.P. making snggestions to the State Gov-
erniment.

Ar. KENNEALLY: No, but those repre-
sentations have been made to the Federal
Government and we do not seem to get any
further advaneed regarding alien migration,

Hon. W. J. GQeorge: That is the worst of
Federation.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Last night we heard
remarkable theories advaneed with regard to
unemploved. The proposed method of deal-
ing with the problem was remarkable from
my point of view. The member for Perth
{(Mr. Mann) said that the method to be
adopted to eradicate unemployment from our
midst was to get more peonle to ecome here
looking for emplovment! Pursning that line
of argument, he further stated that as far
as he could see—he did not mention that he
was short-sighted '~—the fewer the number of
secondary industries we had in Western Aus-
tralia, the better it would be, heeause the
more secondary industries we had, the more
unemployment there would be.

Mr. Mann: T said that was the position
as it existed to-day.

Mr. KENNEALLY: According to the
member for Perth, we have this position:
Tf we have 2,000 unemployed in this State,
the hest means by which we ean get over that
trouble is to bring in another 3,000 or 4,000
people to look for work.

Hon. G. Tavlor: You wonld have to in-
creasze the police force,

Mr. KENNEALLY: And, in addition,
after bringing in the extra thousands of
worljers, we must not establish any further
secondary industries because, so the member
for Perth would have us believe, if we were
to Ao that, there would he far greater unem-
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plovment prevalent. 1f the diffieulty is as
easily overcome as he suggests, I am sur-
prised that the Premier has not already
grappled with it suecessfully. With the
member for Perth, I admif that the unem-
ployment problem has been with uns for
yvears, but the difficulty has been in a more
accentuated form and has been apparent for
2 longer period this year than in any other
vear within my knowledge. I bave already
endeavoured to give the reason why that is
so. 1 wish to point out another phase to
Opposition members, and I wish to do so
in no party spirit.
Mr. Teesdale: A change!

Mr. KENNEALLY: We have been told
of various ways by which we can cope with
this difficult problem. For some time past
efiorts have been made, from a non-party
point of view, to see whether something can-
not be done so that people who honestly de-
sire employment, shall obtain it. We—I
refer to representatives of the Labour organ-
isations, the employers and the Government
—have been in conference on several ocea-
sions to give consideration to this problem.
There has been no desire to secure publicity,
nor have we attempted to deal with the
problem from a party standpoint at all.
We have considered it with a sincere desire
to assist the State and te provide oppor-
tunities for work for those who are desic-
ous of obtaining it. We have been giving
attention to the seasonal nature of employ-
ment in this State. That point was referred
to by the member for Perth. We have en-
deavoured to see whether the activities of
loeal governing bodies and of the Public
Works Department could not be so regu-
lated that the least quantity of work might
be undertaken during that period when the
garnering of the harvest provides the great-
est amount of work and thms, when there
was little work in the farming areas during
the winter or lean months, there would be
more work available from the Government
and loral governing authorities. If that
could be arranged, it would mean that the
men, after the harvesting had been com-
pleted, would have an opportunity to return
to available work that would keep them
going and obviate their idleness for a period
of the year.

Mr. Mann: Did you approach the City
Couvneil ?

Mr. KENNEALLY: We did.

Mr. Mann: They did all their work and
finished it when the winter began!
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Mr. KENNEALLY : We found that it was
necessary, when some of these works were
commenced, to carry on until they were
finished. It was not an economical proposi-
tion to commence some classes of work, hold
them up during certain periods of the
year, and recommence during the winter
months, Some works extend through the
whole year, and it would not be a payable
scheme to merely earry out that work dur-
ing the winter, We have had the hearty
co-operation of the City Council and I am
convineed that as time goes on we shall have
similar eo-operation from other local bodies.
That work is being undertaken hy re-
presentative men without any idea of
securing the limelight of publieity; all
that influences them is the desire to assist
in the development of the BState and the
interests of those who are honestly desirous
of securing employment. I am confident
that we shall be able to solve the problem
in a2 manner that will be beneficial to the
State. T am hopeful, however, that with
the promise of good seasons in the Eastern
States this year, the problem will be less
acute here becaunse the Eastern States will
be able to find employment for their own
people. If this s so, T am confident
that the development of our State will be
such that we shall be able in find employ-
ment for our own people and for a reason-
able proportion of those who have
made their way West during recent months,
with the objeet of making their homes here.
We shall be able to do that, particularly if
we seeure from the Federal Government the
sssistance we claim and which is, I think,
onr right. Opposition members have given
us various methods by which they consider
unemployment ean be overcome. We
have been told that the main cavse is
the basie wage that is fixed in Western
Australia. They say that had we no basic
wage, many people now out of work would
seenre employment.

Mr. Mann: Who said that?

Mr. KENNEALLY: The member for
Pingelly {Mxr. Brown) for one.

Hen. G. Taylor: And there is some truth
m the statement.

Mr. Brown: There is a lot of truth in
it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: As the member for
Mt. Margaret (Hon. (+. Taylor) considers
there is some truth in the statement. no
doubt he will stand up to his views when
on the hastings. Let us analvse the state-
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ment and see what truth there is in it.
Our friend from Pingelly said it was better
to be employed at £1 a week than at noth-
ing.

Hon. G. Tavlor: T am not subseribing to
that.

Mr. KENNEALLY: No, the hon. memb-
ber desires to get in out of the wet. The
member for Pingelly averred it was better
to be employed at £1 a week. Because he
said that if it were £1 a week that had to
be paid, the farmers would then employ
men. ®ossibly that accounts for their em-
ploying Southern Europeans at that price,
and possibly if the Australian worker were
nrepared to sell his labour for £1 a week,
the farmers wounld employ him.  Seeing
that the Australians are not prepared to
work for £1 a week, and since there are
others coming to this country who are pre-
pared to work for that amount, possibly it
seeounts for those others being employed
when Australians are out of work,

Mr. Lindsay: If you are refering to the
Ttalians, they are employed at cantraet
clearing, nof at wages work.

Mr. KENNEALLY: We are not con-
fined to the utterance of the member for
Pingelly, for it will he recollected that we
were taken on a real mental cruise the
other evening by the memher for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson). He fook us to India and
explained what the eoolie econld do and how
cheaply he latoured. He then took us to
Afriea and he told us of the way the kaffirs
worked. Then he told us we had fo get
down to reason, that those people could do
their work so cheaply, and that we had to
return to sanity. TEvidently sanity, ascord-
ing to the hon. member, is reached by get-
ting down to the level of the kaffir and the
egolie.

Mr. Mann:
suggestion.

Mr. Lindsay:
his statement,

Mr. KEKNEALLY: The hon. member
went on to say that whilst these conditions
obtained, and whilst the trades union or-
eanisations in Australia which he was con-
demning, maintained their present attitude,
and whilst that labonr was not available, we
had not returned to sanity. His appeal was
to return to sanity in order that we should
be able to compete with those other eountries
by snpplying labour at a price that the em-
ployers were prepared to aceept.

Be fair. That was not his

It is an exaggeration of
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Hon, G. Taylor: He did not say that. That
may be all right in the Trades Hall, but it
is no good here.

Mr, KENNEALLY: It is a long time since
the hon, member was at the Trades Hall. It
has improved since he left.

Hon. @, Taylor: I will tell you something
alout the Trades Hall bhefore this debate is
over.

Hon. W. J. George: The member for
Katanning has always paid fair wages,
wherever he has been.

Mr. Lindsay: That is not what the mem-
ber for Katanning meant.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Assuming that the
objection raised by tbe member for Toodyay
is valid, that the member for Katanning did
not intend his statement to mean that the
price should come down to the kaffir level,
what 1 want to ask either the member for
Katanning or the member for Toodyay is
this: .[f that is not the contention, why was
it said that we must return to industrial
sanity because the kaffirs and the coolies
conld do the work for that price?

AMr. Lindsay : Because we are grewing com-
modities under our own conditions in com-
petition with their conditions, The argument
was that we must get efficiency here.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Let us aceept that
view as correctly representing the ideas of
the member for Katanning. As pointed out
by the member for Murchison (Mr. Mar-
shall) we have to provide the cost of freight
to those countrites, in addition to having
lzbour that can compete. If there is any-
thing in the argument put forward by the
member for Katanning, it is that to return
to industrial sanity we must have our work-
ers work at a wage that will compete with
those of coolies and kaffirs.

Hon. W. J. George: No, he was speaking,
not on the wages cuestion, but on the condi-
tions.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I have vet to learn
that in the counting of the total cost, condi-
tions are separated from wages. After all,
the whole is embraced in the cost of produc-
tion. But we were told by the member for
Katanning exactly where he was leading. He
mentioned it himself. He said that in order
to got over the difficulty, this Housge should
instruet the Arbitration Court. That is his
method of dealing with it.

Hon. W, J. George: Instruct it in what
way?

Mr. KENNEALLY: He did not say. I
am more concerned about the attitude of a
member of the House who says we should
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instruct the Arbitration Court, Many Op-
position members have previously hinted
that that was their idea of dealing with the
question, but now we have a member pre-
pared to come out into the open and say we
should imstruct ihe Avbitration Court.

Hon. W. J. George: We might ag well in-
struet our other judges.

Mr. KENNEALLY: It would be just as
logical.

Hon. W. J. George: Nobody who was a
sensible man would do that.

Mr. KENNEALLY : I am glad some mem-
hers of the Opposition dissociate themselves
from such an attitude.

Mr. Lindsay : What the member for
Katanning said was that some of the union
leaders should instruct their members.

Mr, KENNEALLY: Were it not that I am
nob permitted to read from “Hansard” of
the present session, I would turn up “Han-
sard,” page 62, and quote the words con-
tained therein, showing that the hon, mem-
ber said we should instruct the Arbitration
Court. The question was put to him again,
and he adhered to the idea that we should
instruct the Arbitration Court. I can under-
stand his followers wanting me to get away
from that idea.

Hon. G. Taylor: He will not get mach
support for that on this side.

Mr, KENNEALLY: I am glad to hear it.
I am also concerned with the method by
which some of the hon. member’s supporters
are now endeavouring to find an excuse for
what he said. If we are to assume that the
member for Katanning was not capable of
cxpressing his own opinion, we can pass on
to the next question. Bnt if we are to
assnme that lie is sufficiently competent to
veice what is in his mind and in the minds
of his punty, it raises a serious question when
the attitude adopted is that we should in-
struet the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Lindsay: They were not his words.
They were put into his month,

Mr, KENXNEALLY: Members can in
their turn get up and deny their leader. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Davy) was
very much concerned on somewhat the same
lines. He endeavoured to point out—to use
his own words—that when this eounirv be-
comes industrialised, it will be impossible for
a man to hecome a skilled artisan after he
reache: the age of 21. His complaint also
was that the basic wage was fixed by the
court, and that therefore it was not prohe-
able to employ men when they were 21 years
of age and pay them that wage. Then the
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hon. member proceeded to give an illustra-
tion. He used you, Mr. Speaker, as a
medium by which he eould explain what he
meant. He pointed out that after reaching
21 years of age you became associated with
the law, but that had it not been for the fact
that you were able to become associated with
the law after being 21 vears of age, the op-
portunity to join the legal profession would
not have been vomrs. We are entitied to
draw deduetions from a statement such as
that. If it means anything at all, it mcans
that the member for West Perth and those
who think with him are of opinion that
l'eople in this eountry should be given an
opportunity to become skilled, to learn a
trade after they have reached the age of 21,
Carrying that to its logical conelusion, and
tuking the opposition offered to the de-
clared basic wage in conjuction with that
attitude, we find that members opposite
are leading us to the idea that in order
to make provision for men becoming
skilled after reaching the age of 21, we
should be prepared to break down the
basic wage and have men over 21 years
of age indentured in order that they
might hecome skilled. ¥ do not hear many
members subseribing to that iden, supporting
the idea of one who, to say the least, is in
the running for the leadership of the other
section of the Opposition, the idea that I
the basie wage is too high to permit of men
becomine skilled after 21 vears, there shonld
be a system by which men could be given an
opportunity of becoming skilled after pass-
ing that age. Therefore the implication is
that they should he given an opportunity of
being indentured after reaching 21 vears of
age and taking less than the basic wage.

Hon. W. J. Qeoree: What is wrong with
the improver system?

Mr. KENNEAT.LY: Ts the hon. member
assnctating himself with the idea of paying
less than the basie wae to a man over 21
vears of age in order that he may improve?

Hon. W. J. George: When & man has
finished his apprenticeship, he might benefit
by carrying on as an improver for a courle
of years.

Mr. KENNFALLY: Assnming that a man
is over 21 vears of age when he requires that
further improvement, do T understand the
hon. member to sav that he should be given
opportunity as an improver at less than the
basic wage?

Hon. W. J. George: That is a matter not
to be settled by me. There is a court for that
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purpose. I have seen a man slow in his ap-
prenticeship, but work as an improver and
eventually become a good tradesman.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: Therefore we have
another member who, if be does not go the
whole distance with the member for West
Perth, at least zoes three-qnarters of the dis-
tance to meet him. Whilst he does not openly
subseribe to the idea of paving less than the
basic wage to a man 21 years of age, he says
that should he a question for others to de-
termine.

Hon. W, J. George: Would you not sooner
see him igiprove until he hecomes a good
tradesman ¢

Mr, KENNEALLY : As the hon. member
says, we have the Arbitration Counrt to attend
to that. Then we have the other idea,
namely, that we should instruet the Arbitra-
tion Court.

Hon. W. J. George: We have no right to
instruct the Arbitration Conrt. The member
for Katanning did not mean that, although
he said it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) essayed to deal
with the question of apprenticeship, and in
his zeal to get that instruction given to the
Arbitration Court, he proceeded to gnote
the percentages of apprentices in the various
trades. I was a little interested in that
matter, beeanse if the hon. member was
correct in the pereentages he guotes, it would
be necessary for us to give some attention
to the question itself. He said that in some
of the trades the proportion way one appren-
tice to three journeymem, while in other
trades there was one apprentice to four or
five journeymen. When he was asked
whether there were not some trades in which
the proportion was one to one, he evaded
the question to some extent. But the eardi-
nal feature of the proposition he put up
was that be ignored altogeiher the fact that
while almost all the apprenticeship regula-
tions and provisions stipulate that the pro-
portion of apprentices shall be one to three,
thev do not stop there. They go on to say,
“or fraction of three.” By those means a
very large proportion of the apprentices in
this State have been indentured, so that
when we come to deal with the smaller
avenges of employment, the proportion of
one to three or one to two or fraction there-
of results in there heing one apnrentice to
one journeyman. Taking inte consideration
that aspeet of the apprenticeship question
it is idle for the hon. member to claim that
the average on the whole is one apprentice
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to three journeymen. In making that state
ment the hon. member either said what hi
knew to be untrue, or was speaking of some
thing of which he knew nothing.

Hon. W. J. George: That is hardly fair

Mr. KENNEALLY: I cannot put it i1
any other way.

Hon. W. J. Qeorge: He would not b
likely to tell a lie on a question of tha
kind when his remarks are placed on record

Mr. KENNEALLY : T am not saying tha
he told a lie. :

Hon. W. J. George: Yon said that bk
stated something that was not true,

My, KENNEALLY: I said it was om
of two things. If the hon, member is st
anxions about the reputation of the membe
for Katanning

Hon. W. J. George: I like everyone to b
fair as I try to be fair to your side.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then if the hon
member does not wish to put the membe:
for Katanning in the first category, ke ca
put him in the second, The hon. memhe
says he tries to be fair and I, too, desire t
be fair to any hon. member to whose re
marks I refer.

Hon. W. J. George: I am sure you do.

Mr. Lindsay: You should not say tha
a member’s statement is not true.

The Minister for Mines: He did not sa;
that, anyhow.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I think I got as nea:
to saying it as the Standing Orders woul«
permit me to do.

Mr. Lindsay: T think voun stretched thi
Standing Orders 2 bit,

Hon. W. J. George: According to th
member for Katanning, the report cam:
from the Registrar of the court.

Mr. EENNEALLY: Last evening refer
ence was made to the Midland railway an¢
the question of its purchase by the Govern
ment. T wish to associate myself with the
hon. member who elaimed that the Midlan«
railway should become a Government con
cern. Tt is essential for the proper develop
ment of the portion of the State served b;
that line that the Government who contro
the rest of the system should control tha
railway, especially as it forms a link be
tween two portions of the Government sys
tem. The difficulties, however, are creat
If we were able to arrive at a suitable set
tlement of the purchase pries, it does no
need a visionary to realise that rapid pro
gress wonld occur in that part of the State
With the different links conneeting the Mid
land railway with the Mullewa line, the twi
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railways would be Working under similar
conditions and an era of prosperity in the
Midland distriet would resalt. The guestion
confronting the Government is that of cost.
The member for Moore (Mr. Ferguson) last
evening mentioned that during its exist-
ence of over 30 years the company had
not cdeclared a dividend until last year,
Yet on each occasion when the eom-
pany has been approached to allow the
Government to become the possessors of the
line, the elaim it has made would almost in-
dicate that high dividends had been declared
¥ear by year from the very inception of the
company,

Hon. W. J. George: The company is hope-
ful with regard to the prospective value.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes, and that pros-
peetive value has been created by the people,
not by the Midland Railway Company.

Hon., W. J. George: I do not deny that
at all.

Mr, KENKREALLY: The value is there,
but the development of that part of the
State is being retarded because the company
is restricted in its ability to attend to the
necessities of the settlers along its line.

Mr. Mann: The Midland railway assisted
development there in the early history of the
State.

Mr. KENNEATLY : But the company was
fairly slow in the development it achieved.
Tt was given the necessary mpefus when
a somewhat compeiing line to Mullewa was
constructed by the Government.  Apart
from the fact that the company each time
it is approached speaks with a louder voice
on the question of finance, members, and par-
ticvlarly the member for Murray-Weiling-
ton, know from experience that if the Gov-
ernment took over the railway to-morrow it
would have to face considerable expenditure
tmmediately for alterations, improvements,
and re-laying, Donbtless the company at-
tended to the requirements of the settlers
in the very early days, and I think some
of the rails at present in the track indicate
as much., Onee the Government took over
the railway the Midland settlers would not
tolerate from them what they have had to
folerete from the company. In the matter
of re-laying, ballasting and replenighing the
rolling stock, and in fact in every way, the
Government wonld be faced with tremendous
expenditure in order to bring the line some-
where near to the Government standard.
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Hon, W, J. George: If the Government
were making an offer to the company, they
would take all those things into considera-
tion. I would hzve done so in my time as
Commissioner of Railways.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Exaetly; and if the
other party was prepared to take that inte
consideration, it might he possible to do
business, Not only does the ecompany in-
erease its claim every time the question is
raised, but as the vears po by the deteriora-
tion of the property becomes such as to ren-
der it necesary not to increase the priee but
rather {o decrease it

Hon. W. J. George: But the company’s
lands may have increased in value.

Mr. KENNEALLY : That might be so, but
experience leads me to believe that between
the time when the Daglish Government
offered to buy the line and the present time,
the eyes of the land have been picked ount.
Therefore the argument abont the improved
velue of the land will not bear close analysis.

Mr. Ferguson: Do not you think the Mid-
land settlers should be put on the same foot-
ing as settlers located along Governmeny
Tines ®

Mr. KENNEALLY: In other words the
hon. member is asking that public money
should be utilized to inflate the position of
a private eompany.

Mzx. Ferguson: Therefore the seitlers have
to be penalized.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If they are penal-
ised, they are being penalised by a private
kompany. It would be impossible for the
Government to remove the anomalies created
by every private ecompany in the State.

Mr. Lindsay: Bnt the Government arve
collecting additional land tax from the Mid-
land people, as well as from other tax-
payers, that is heing used for reducing rail-
way freights to other settlers.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Settlers in this State
are let off pretty lightly in the matter of
land taxation.

Mr. Lindsay: But land tazatioun was im-
posed to make gond a rednetion of Govern-
ment railway freights to the extent of
£45,000. The Midiand settlers pay the tax
but get no reduction,

The Minister for Railways; And the Perth
people pay it, ioco.

The Premier: The proceeds of the tax
amounted fo only £45000, so the Midland
people’s contribution would be small in any
event,
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Mr, KEXNEALLY: Let me repeat that
any proposal by the Governmeni to acquire
the Midland railway on & reasonable busi-
ness basis wi'l receive my hearty eo-opera-
tion and support. 1 consider it an anomaly
that the Government system should be con-
nected at two different points by the line
of a private eompany. Private ownership
of that railway has been the cause of con-
siderable industrial unrest in one way and
another. The emplovees of the Midland
Railway Company were previonsly members
of the Government Railway Employees’
Union, and they have always been regarded
as sueh. In conjunetion with the employees
of the State railways, they deem it essential
that simjlar conditions and rates of pay
should rule on the Midland railway as on
the Government railways.

Mr., Lindsay: Similar treatment is all
the Midland settlers are asking for. Why
not help them to get it?

Mr. KENNEALLY : If the railway
could be purchased at a reasonable priee, it
would solve the difficulty mentioned by the
member for Moore, and Y think it would
also solve a number of industrial diffienlties
that from fime to time threaten to cause in-
dustrial unrest. As to workers’ homes, we
have been told, by way of interjection, that
with the inauguration of the Commonwealth
housing scheme most of the money, if not ali,
that can be made available by the State will
in future be spent on workers’ homes in
country districts. I have yet to learn that
the Commonwealth housing scheme will con-
fine its operations to the cities. I understand
that that scheme will be operated by the
same board as are now dealing with war
service homes. 1 admit that there is great
necessity for additional workers’ homes in
country distriets; but that necessity exists
also in the cities, where it is most diffieult
for people to obtain housing accommoda-
tion. Money spent in providing workers’
homes is an investment involving no risk of
loss to the State, and sueh expenditure in
cities .and towns as well as in the country
wonld give more satisfaction, on the whole
to the workers of the State. Unless a de-
finite agreement is reached regarding the
number of houses to be built under the Com-
monweaith scheme, and unless an actnal
commencement is made with the building of
them, I hope the activities of our Workers’
Homes Board will not be lessened, but that
a greater amount of money will be made
available to them, se that they will be able
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to provide homes wherever the people need
them. My desire is that that money should
be available for both leasehold and freehold
homes. It appears that operations under the
leasehold provision unfortunately

Hon. G. Taylor: They are not so popu-
lar now as they were. Operafions under
that section are suspended.

Mr. Richardson: That section has broken
down of its own weight,

Mr. KENNEALLY: Both hon, members,
I believe, are wrong. Applications are now
before the Workers’ Homes Board for houses
under the leasehold provision; unfortunately,
funds are not available. I am asking that
money should be provided for the purpose.

Hon. G. Taylor:  Holders under the
leasehold section are trying to get the free-
hold in most cases. It is no use shutting one’s
eyes to the truth.

Mr. KENNEALLY : There are applicants
for leasehold building, and their applications
cannot ke granted owing to want of funds.
I ask that the necessary action he taken to
supply requirements in that respeet. It will
be doing the member for Mt. Margaret (Homn.
G. Taylor) a good turn, beeause possibly
some of those applicants may later wisk to
change from leasehold to freehold.

Hon, G. Taylor: They are all getting out
of leasehold.

Mr. KENNEALILY : The main thing is to
get these people the housing facilities thay
require. The other question ean be argued
afterwards. I have not much to say regard-
ing the Railway Department. It is matter
for congratulation that the Midland Junetion
workshops have shown themselves capable of
manufacturing the locomotives needed in this
State—good reliable locomotives, and at a
cost less than would have been incurred had
the engines been imported.

Hon. W. J. George: The Midland Junction
workshops have good machinery and good
men

Mr, KENNEATLLY: Of course; and that
is what we have been preaching for many
years. I acknowledge that the member for
Murray-Wellington (Hon. W, J. George)
also preached the same doctrine. Howevar,
he fell into had company, and so was not
permitted to put his doetrine into operation.
Sinee the present Government assumed office,
the poliey of building locomotives here has
been extended, so that the Midland Junetion
workshops are arriving at the position of
building nearly all the locomotives required
in the State. I hope that that position will
be maintained and extended. There is no




[16 Aveosr, 1928.]

reason why Wesiern Australia should import
locomotives, Still, nnless a definite plan of
construetion is laid down—and the matter
is nmow receiving attention—a plan having
regard to requirements from year to year,
the rapid increase in the volume of our har-
vests may lead to a sitoation which will
afford some person the opportunity of de-
claring that time will not allow of the build-
ing of some locomotives at Midland Junetion
and that they had befter be imported. 1
hope also that the various parts of locomo-
tives will be manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. Taylor: Good work has been done
by the Midland Junction workshops in
wagons and framears.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Yes, and presently
the hon. member will have an opportunity to
praise the Government for that. There is
one aspect of rallway administration to
which I desire to refer, having been associ-
ated with railway working for some con-
siderable time. When a move was made to
give some measure of authority to those who
have to attend to locomotives once they leave
the workshops, it was thought that the de-
partment were entering on a new era in the
matter of locomotive control, embarking on
a policy which would permit those having a
knowledge of locomotive running to contrnl
the locomotives, rather than that the control
should rest with {hose who, by virtue of their
calling, are not expected to have, and have
not, such knowledge. In pursnance of that
policy there was established the Lranch for
the superintendenece of locomotive running.
Having been brought in touch with that see-
tion of the railway service throngh another
position which I hold, T find, however, that
there is a difficulty in that respeci, the braneh
having been created but having becn given
no :uthority whatever. The position is
pecentiar. The odjection raised previously
was that questions regarding loeruotive run-
ving had to be referred to Midlaml Junetion
and dealt with by the Chief Mechanieal
Engineer, who is not a locomotive-running
man. The only difference resulting from
the creation of the new branch is that that
branch functions in Perth but js subjeet to
the Chief Mechanical Engincer at Midland
Junetion. Thus, whilst a practical loecomeo-
tive-running man has been placed in charge
of that portion of the work, the old system,
i effect, still continues; the practical
locomotive-running man is still subjeet, in
all his decisions, to the authority of a man
who knows nothing whatever about loco-
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motive running. 1 say that without any
disparagement of the latfer. Obviously
the duty of a Chief Mechanical Engineer is
not to attend fo a locomotive-running branch.
It is nothing to the detriment of our Chief
Mechanieal Engineer to say that he does not
understand the work of the locomotive-
ronping branch. It is not his job.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think he does not
understand it?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I know he does not
understand it. I repeat, however, that I
would not say so if T thought the statement
was to his detriment. Just as the locomotive-
running man is not expected to understand
the duties of the Chief Mechanical Engineer,
§0 the latter is not expected to understand
the duties of the former. As a matter of
fact, the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s job
is to construet locomotives.

Hon. . Taylor: And he does it well,

My, EENNEALLY: Yes. The job of the
man who attends to locomotive running 1s
to give attention to the locomotive from the
time it leaves the Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer’s control until it is sent back to that
officer to be repaired. There is no use in
leaving the new position in mid-air. There
is no use in establishing a branch withount
giving it authority and control. The branch
in question has been established, and a
practical man has been put in charge of it.
That practical man should have the auth-
orify to give decisions, and those decisions
should not be stbject to ratification by a
man who has not a thorough knowledge af
locomotive-ranning work.

Hon. W. J. George: There is the neces-
sity for co-ordination, The Commissioner
of Railways cannot attend to that.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Co-ordination is
getured by virtue of the fact that the Chief
Mechanieal Engineer’s work is to construct
locomotives. Having made a locomotive
ready for the road, he hands it over to the
lucvmotive-running hranch, saying to that
Liranch, “There is your machine’’ The
running branch takes over the locomotive
and attends to its running until such
time as it ean 1n no longer, when
it is returned to the Chief Mechanieal
Engineer for repairs. Thus the eo-ordin-
atton is westablished, and such co-ordi-
nation does not obtain under the present
system. Another question which shonld re-
ceive the attention of the Minister for Rail-
ways relates to the system operating in re-
gard to promotion of salaried men. I wish
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to give an illustration of the working of
that system. Applications were called for
£ position, and various men applied. One
wan, hecause he was considered to be the
best man for the position, secured priority
and was appointed. The men who were
not considered as good as he for the
vacancy remained in their then positions.
One of them, however, went abhead in the
matter of salary, so that now he is in re-
ceipt of £100 per annum more than the man
who was considered the best of the appli-
eants,

Mr. Richardson:
thing. __

Mr. KENNEALLY: It is true, remark-
able though it be; and it has created dis-
satisfaction. If the man was entitled to
preferment in the first place, surely his
ability most be such as to entitle him at
least to rank equally with those who were
not suceessful in the contest for the vacaney.
I trust that attention will he given to that
aspect of the question beeause I think it is
a cause of dissatisfaction in the service. Be-
fore getting away from the subjeet of the
Railway Department, I wish to make some
reference to the position of the sexrvice whick
is admitted by many members on this side
of the House, as well as members on the
oppogite side, to be as well manned as any
in Australia. Hon. members have admitted
that there are in the railway service officers
who are second to none in the Common-
wealth. I wish to repeat what I mentioned
to the member for Katanning (Mr. Thom-
son) when he was speaking some time ago,
that if it be the case that we have such
capable men in the service, hon. members
will support any Government that will say
to these men that they must have conditions
second to none in any part of Australia.

Hon. &. Taylor: I think they have got
them.

Mr. KNENNEALLY: If they have not
I as¢ume the hon. memher will support me
in getting those eondjtions for them. In
Australia, as members know, there are seven
Government railway systems, one in each
State and one in the Commonwealth. In
four States there is a system in operation
which does not throw aside a man when he
oeases to be able to continue in his position,
which does net serap him by saying, “We
have finished with you.” Even with regard
to ordinary machinery, such as a locomotive,
when it ean no longer function, there is

That is a remarkable
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provision by which we give it some atten-
tion from the point of view of capital. When
it eomes to the buman locomotive, we simply
say, “We have finished with yon because you
can no longer function as a human machine,
and therefore you are of no further use
in the service; good-bye.” The oflicials then
endeavour to do what they can, but the
frouble is that they eannot de what is neces-
sary. Four systems out of the seven boast
of a cuperannuation scheme, and I eannot
for the life of me understand why a sys-
tem of superannuation does not exist in
Western Australia, The system in the other
States is on a contributory basis; the Gov-
ernment contribute so mueh and the em-
ployees so much.

Hon. W. J. George: Something similar
should apply to members of Parliament.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That would be a
good idea, too.

Hon, W. J, George: Then bring it in
quickly.

Mr. KENNEALLY: In my opinion the
«uestion of superannuation should not be
confined to railway men, but by virtue of
the nature of the railway man’s employment,
there certainly should be some such system.
His work has been classed high up on the
list of dangerous employment, but while the
railwny men should receive early consider1-
tion in this respect, snch a scheme should
not be limited to them., YWhen men and
women have given good service fo the State
for a period of years, I think all should be
entitled to this consideration between the
period of the cessation of their serviees and
the grave.

Hon. G. Taylor: Why not apply it io all
workmen?

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the hon. member
had nol heen asleep, he would have heard
what T said. T said only a few minutes ago
that I eonsidered it shounld apply to every
person, man or woman, who has vendered
good service fo the State, and who has
reached a certain age. 1 desire now to refer
to a few loeal matters, one of whieh I think
affects a question of gceneral poliev. Prior
to the time T enterel this House there was
in East Perth an extenzion of the tramway
syslem, but whilst it was extended at the
one end, a portion of it was taken off at
the other end, and =o, whilst faetlities were
granted at one end, certain facilities were
also removed from the olher. For instance,
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the tramway was extended from Lincoln-
street to Crawford-road, thus giving addi-
tional conveniences to the residents of May-
lands. 1 hope it will shortly be extended
further, because that is overdue, too. if
the tramways are to be the means of transit
for the pepole, we should not hesitate to
extend them, but what 1 am asking for now
is that eonsideration be given to the ques-
tion of providing tacilities for the people,
facilities that the people are entitled to re-
ceive, Unfortunately that tramway ex-
tension brought in its wake a terminue af
what is known as Bridge-street. Previously,
when the tram ran only to Lincoln-street,
it was possible to travel in it as far as the
Barrack-street jetty. MNow the residents
served by the system are emptied out at
Bridge-street. I invite members at a busy
hour of the morning to attend at Bridge-
street to see the human freight that is
emptied out into a thoroughfare that is not
at all snitable for a tramway terminus. But
what I wish to emphasise is—and this ques-
tion, T understand is being considered by
the Government at the present time—that
previously the tram went to the jetty. It
enabled the residents of East Perth to ge
to the junetion of any other tram they
wanted to join, and if they desired to go,
say, to Crawley, they eould leave it at the
Weld Club eorner, or if they wished to cross
the river, they could leave the tram at the
foot of Barrack-street. Under the present
arrangement they must perforce leave the
tram on the other side of the city; they hava
to eross the railway bridge, an admittedly
dangerous place, and walk down to the Es-
planade, or to the jetty, to take the other
tram, or else join another tram and pay an
additional fare. But it frequently happens
that at the Bridge-street terminus it is out
of the question to expect to catch another
tram during the busy period, because they
are almost invariably crowded. Tirst of all
we were told that the terminus was estab-
lished at Bridge-street because the city was
congested. That was when T began to fake
up the question. Since then I bave been
told that there was no objection to the ter-
minus at Bridge-street ot the time it was
first sngoested. T have no desire to eriticise
any of my predecessors, but what I do say
is that if eongestion is the reason for ter-
minating that service at Bridge-street, T
want to analyse the cause of the eongestion.
First of all, the tramway is not the cause
of the congestion because it was there in
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the first instance. There has been additional
vehicular traffic operating in the city and
that may have caused congestion. We know
that the people have to be conveyed from
Place to place, and we know that one tram
ean move 100 people and that the equiva-
lent in motor cars would be shout 20. We
must not forget that the tremway is the
worker’s means of transit.

Hon. G. Taylor: He would not object to
a motor car.

Mr. KENNEALLY: He would mnot, but
he cannot afferd it, and if the hon. member
further reduces the basic wage, the working
wan will be still further away from the
motor car. But, as I have pointed out, it
will take 20 motor cars te move 100 passen-
gers that can be carried in one bogie car,
and the bogie car oeccuples only one sef of
rails. The ideas of the manager of the
tramway system probably will be fairly
sound 50 years hence.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will be obsolete
very soon.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Is the hon. memher
referring to himself?

Hon. G. Taylor: They are obsolete in other
couniries.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. member
would be. In other parts of the world pro-
vision is made for transit by other means.
If we adopt the same policy here, the
last stage will be worse than the
first, because no matter what means we
adopt for tramsit through the city, it
will not be a system that will convey pas-
sengers with the minimum of congestion,
as will happen if the trams remain.
A Government of the workers would be the
last to be the means of depriving the workers
of their transit facilities. That is why I am
asking that the means of transit to that por-
tion of the city shall he given back to those
from whom it was taken. It may be nrged
that people who come in from Subiaco are
not taken to the river, and that when they
come in from Victoria Park they are not
taken to the river, but they are landed a ot
nearer to it. The system whieh was in vogne
previously lent itzelf to access to the river.
People were taken to the river, hut have now
beenr denrived of the opportunity of getting
there. T hope the Glovernment will see the
neressity  for restoring to the peopfe a
facility they once enjoved. When the argu-
ment coneerning eongestion was dropped—I
think hecanse it was met—-the question of
the delays that ocenrred when trams had to
cross over was raised. TUnder the previous
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system, when there was a single line on the
Lord-street route, members may bave noticed
that when a tramn that left the vity, travelling
towards Lord-street had to eross over New-
castle-sireet, secing that there was ouly a
single line, a tram whieh was on the Lord-
street section, if it was late, had fo pui up
with a eertain amount of delay because of
the northern trattic. The tram from the city
had to wait until the line was clear before it
could get into the other section.

Hon. . Taylor: The Beanfort-street line.

Mr. KENNEALLY: With a double line
that is obviated. There ix 1o need to wait
until the tram comes becanse there is now a
double line.  The time during which the
northern traffie would be delayed would be
while the fram was turning the corner. This
happens in all the prineipal cities of the
Commonwealth. There ave now no difficul-
ties assoeiated with that, Tt may he said that
the Government should have seen ahead, and
should not have pulled up the line in New-
castle-street, The traffic that has heen
handled on that lLine sinee the extension was
opened has excceded all expectations.

Mxr. Clydesdale: Not mine.

Mr. EENNEALLY: T think T am right
in saying it has exceeded the expectations of
the hon. membher. T have heard him express
that opinien, particularly when tryving to
eonvince the Government of the necessity for
extending it further. Tt has exeeeded expec-
tations. A policy which may not have been
warranted when the original idea was con-
ceived and agreed to, can easily be justified
later when the faet is realised that the tram-
way extension has already fully justified it-
self. As the line is extended, as I hope it
will be, I trust the policy of emptying out a
number of people at the present terminus,
such as has been done sinee the terminus
was established, will not be continued. I
hope the Government will see there is no
cause for complaini in that vespect and that
the matter will receive their attention.
Another question which affects the East
Perth and possibly the Canning electorates
is connected with the Swan River improve-
ment Aet.  We do not require a pisture
painter to show us that the improvement
that will he earried out in accordance with
the policy of the Government will eause that
portion of the river to he as mmch songht
after as is the present view from Mount
Eliza. When the island is made up in the
river, with the channel running round it, and
the drive that it is proposed to establish is
onee constructed, one ean visnalise the
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thought of that portion of the river being a
rendezvous for the public on Sundays and
holidays, vieing in importance with the
Mount's Bay drivee I wurge that the
utmost expedition should he used in the com-
pletion of that scheme. Tt wouid be some-
thing to be proud of if, in the year in which
the hundredih birthday of the State was
celebrated, we were able to show the large
nonber of people, who should be visiting
our shores on that oreasion, that we have
been able to establish in that portion of
the river sometlhing that would be well
worth the inspeetion of any visitor.
If the work could be expedited, it
will be in the interests of the State,
Another matter to whieh 1 wish to
draw attention—it has been brought before
the Government and the Minister for
Works on two or three ocensions—is one
which only the lack of funds, which should
not operate in the future, prevents from
receiving the necessary attention. Whilst we
may have the idea of showing people who
may visit Western ‘Australia during the
Centenary year something worth while, I
wish to ensure that the Government will
take steps to remove the rubbish tip that
would be such an eyesore to visitors when
passing through East Perth, This rubbish
tip exists because of the lack of a drain
extending to the river. The Glyde-street
drain ends in a box drain. The City Coun-
cil cannot eover in the land altogether, be-
cause ultimately the Government will build
a drain extending from there to the river.
The non-completion of , the drain has held
up from development the whole of that por-
tion of the city. Visitors there can see old
boiler tubes and iron lving in a heap. Pro-
perties have been flooded on more than one
occasion, and the State has bad to pay com-
pensation, becanse the drain has overflowed.
It would be economical from the point of
view of the Government if they made money
available so that the drain might be extended
to its natural outlet, the river. The abscnee
of drainage facilities is depriving people in
that eentre of vehicular communication, be-
cause the City Council is waiting unti] the
drain has been extended to construet a road.
The street there has to be formed. Until
the drain is exfended heyond that portion.
the Couneil cannot build a roadway which
would enable vehicolar traffic to travel
through that neighbourhood. When the Esti-
mates come to be dealt with this year T
hope some attention will be paid to the
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necessity for removing that eyesore, especi-
ally in view of the fact that so many visitors
are expected to come to Perth during the
Centenary year. The City Council has un-
dertaken. as soon as the drain has been ex-
tended, to construet a road forthwith. It
has also undertaken to ereate a reserve over
the line of the drain for children, when the
area I refer to as a rubbish tip has been
obliterated. This should serve to induce
the Government to make such provision that
there will be no necessity for complaint in
the future. When it was decided to resume
certain properties in East Perth for rail-
way work, it was found necessary to iso-
late a ecertain portion of the distriet from
ordinary vehicular traffie. Af that time the
railway authorities were closing the railway
erossing at Summers-street. A promise was
made by the then Minister that a vebicular
bridge would be built across Summers-street,
to provide for those who would otherwise be
isolated from other portions of the city.
That promise has not been carried out.

Hon. W. J. George: That was years ago.

Mr. KENNEALLY: When it was pro-
posed to build the present footbridge across
the street, objeetion was taken by the resi-
dents to it, becanse it was claimed that once
the footbridge was built, there would be no
vehicular bridge. The Minister of the day
sought to allay these fears by stating that a
vehicular bridge would be built for the con-
venienee of the residents in that portion of
the ecity. The bridge, however, is not there
yet, neither is there ona at Claisebrook-
road. If we could eapitalise the money which
is wasted by people having fo cross the rail-
way at East Perth, there is no doubt there
would be plenty available for the construe-
tion of the bridge. The Government should
give consideration to the interests of the peo-
ple who are engaged in building and in the
conveyance of goods, because the less they
have aceess to the ordinary channels of com-
munieation, for the carriage of the cora-
modities in which they deal or with which
they are connected, the greater will be the
cost to them. If atiention is not to be
given to the question of sinking the railway
within the city areas, or diverting it to the
outer snburbs, it is time it was given to
providing facilities for crossing the line
near the eity, so that people who, because of
their eallings have fo cross repeatedly, may
have an opportunty to do so under reason-
gble conditions. At some time in
the future we shall have {o consider
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the question of preventing all the produce
that comes into the city from passing
through the congested areas. That may be
done by sending the railway out further
from the city, or by ereating an ounter circle
sach as is found in other capital cities.
The fact remains that the bottle-neck sys-
tem now in use must come £o an end. Pro-
duce from the country that is bronght long
distances should be diverted from the city
to its destination without having to cross
the overcrowded areas such as is now the
case. I trust that attention will be paid
to the questions I have raised. When the
opportunity oceurs, I will deal with the
specific items to which I have referred. I
trnst the Governtnent will continue their
good work in regard to the Centenary cele-
brations, and that the committee controlling
the arrangements will receive all possible
assistanee at the hands of the Government
in order that the hundredth birthday of the
State may be honoured in a way that we
shall 21l be proud of, and in a manner befit-
ting the reputation and welfare of Western
Anstralia.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [7.30]: The record
of the Lands Department during the last
vear has been one of great activity and un-
abating progress. The demand for land
kas been insistent and increasing, and this
demand has been met as far as possible, It
is, of course, largely confined to wheat and
sheep lands, because a great many people
in this country, and alse in the Eastern
States, are desirons of following that ocecu-
pativn in preference to any other oceun-
pation on the land. The number of new
sottlers for the year totals 1,056. There
were received 14,017 applications for aon-
ditional purchase aress aggregating 3,163,
579 acres. The number of applications for
pastoral leases was 188, for 15,399,452
oeres. The grand total of applications for
the year was 14,295, for an aggregate of
18,765,000 acres. Those figures indicate the
great demand there is for land in Western
Anstralia, and the great interest that is
being taken in its development.

Mr. Richardson: Same of those 14,000
applieations would be made by the same
people?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
Lands thrown open for selection during the
year 1927-28 totalled 1,584 blocks, compris-
ing 1,529,996 acres. In addition unsurveyed
land was made available for selection te
tke extent of 520,438 acres, In July of
this year 428 additional blocks were made
aveilable for selection, and the area em-
braced by those locations comprised
679,735 acres, Unsurveyed lands made avail-
able for selection during the same month
totalled 17,028 acres, making a toial for
last July of 696,763 acres. Considerable
rrogress has been made in regard to survey
and classification of land under the mi-
gration scheme. The total nnmber of blocks
gurveyed, including those on which dusted
miners have been settled, is 1,122; and 787
of these have been made available for selec-
tion, whilst the balance will be gazetted at
an early date. Thirteen surveyors are now
sengaged in classifying the vacant land
between Southern Cross and Salmon
Gums which it is proposed to develop under
the new farms scheme. The work is
expected to be completed in about
three months from date, when we shall
be in a position adequately to design sub-
divisions and proceed with the survey of the
blocks and the neeessary roads, ete. Al
country smitable for settlement, west of the
rabbit-proof fence and in the vieinity of
Lakes King, Camm, and Carmody, has
already been subdivided and thrown open to
selection. Much of this area—indeed almost
the whole of it—is within the 3,000 farms
scheme, and it is expected that the finaneing
of this development will be done under the
migration agreement. Three parties are en-
gaged in the classification of counfry between
the terminus of the Ejanding Northward
railway and Pindar on the Murchison rail-
way east of Mullewa. A large area of this
eountry has already been classified, and
action is now being taken to design sub-
divisions and survey blocks. I may mention
in this regard that it is proposed to place
another settlement of Murchison dusted
miners on the area between what is known
as the wheat belt, and the pastoral areas,
thus ereating a buffer area. In this district,
east of the Wongan Hillg railway, the rain-
fall is probably as good as it is at Merredin
or Walgoolan; still, the ground becomes
shallower, a conglomerate formation exists
a few inches under the ground, the deep soil
being met with only in parts. Therefore it
js proposed to make 5,000-acre blocks avail-
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able for the miners, and their attention will
be directed to sheep first. I am sure they
will grow wheat on the deep country just as
well as at Merredin and Walgoolan, and they
have the advantage of fresh water supplies,
which can te got at a depth. The country
has carried stock for years, and there is no
difficulty with regard to poison weed or
water. If these people will grow oats and
wheat and carry a fair number of sheep, we
shall have a profitable settlement there, and
one highly beneficial to the dusted miners
themselves. The blocks will have to be
of 5,000 acres because, as I have said
here before, I do not econsider 1,000
acres in that loeality sufficient, having
regard to the shallowness of the soil
Time may prove me wrong; we are all the
viefims of altering cireumstances. In view
of the partial shallowness of the soil I con-
sider it necessary to make the area 35,000
acres. After that we come on fo the Mur-
chison pastoral areas, which in my opinion
are not suitable for agricultural settlement,
A senior staff surveyor is closely classifying
the lands in the vieinity of Balla and Dart-
moor, which is north of Northampton. Pro-
gress there is slow owing to demse sernb
but as good progress as can be expected in
the circumstanees is being made. Owing to
the specinl requirements under the migration
scheme a considerable amount of survey
work is being undertaken, a total of 53 sur-
veyors being now in the field. This I be-
lieve to be the largest number of surveyors
ever emploved in the Lands Department of
Western Australia, We have given every
surveyor occupation. Quite a number of
new surveyors have come into this eountry,
and they have been engaged, becanse if we
are to embark on the scheme and give land
to the people who desire it, we must have
the country classified and surveyed. The
season up to date has been remarkably good,
and a splendid barvest is anticipated, al-
though in some distriets the farmers are
having trouble with rabbits. That diffieulty
applies to the far eastern belt. The Lands
Dlepartment are doing everything possible
to help the farmers in this respect. Large
quantities of wire netting arve heing purrhased
for distribution by the department, and a
considerable mileage has heen supplied to
farmers on highly advantageons terms. Dur-
mpg the last financial vear 2,285 miles of
rabbit nefting was supplied to farmers at
a cost of £104,373.. The supply of netting
has been Zoing on for some vears, and hon.
memnbers will realise that considerable pro-
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gress is being made in the fenecing of the
areas in the eastern wheat belt. Very soon,
it is hoped, the farmers’ areas will be so
protected as to permit of the carrying of
large numbers of sheep, and the prosperity
of the State wiil be enhanced in consequence,
As regards the 3,000 farms scheme, I have
noticed in the Press references to a 3,500
scheme, and ocecasionally 4,000 farms have
been mentioned. I have even seen refer-
ences {0 the opening up of 34,000,000 acres
and so forth. I do not know how many
new farms will eventuate; that remains to
be seen. A econsiderable number of farms
have already been laid down for selection,
and I think we shall obtain a large num-
ber of farms in new areas now being opened
up. In company with members of the
Migration and Development Commission
and Ar. Bankes Amery, the British Gov-
ernment representative in Western Austra-
Ha, I travelled 1,500 miles in that belt
recently. Some of it is poor. I am not
going to say that quite a lot of it will not
come into settlement and operation when
served by railways.

Mr. . P. Wansbrough: Not poor; only
light.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I saw
some that was poor, and T did not hesitate
to tell the Commission my opinion of it.
But I also saw a great deal of magnificent
country. I do not think there exists in
Western Australia a finer or more continu-
ous belt of agricultural land than that south
of Southern Cross to Forrestania. The in-
dieations are that a very considerable area
of good land will be made available, I be-
lieve it is within a reasonable rainfall. We
know what the ruinfall is at Southern Cross,
at Kondinin, at Lake Grace, at Ravens-
thorpe, at Salwon Gums, and also at Norse-
man, though I do not include Norseman in
this proposition. Providing the new set-
tlers farm properly, a highly prosperons set-
tlement ought to be opened up there. Here
T may =ay that as regards the miners’ settle-
ment at Southern Cross I am insisting that
as far ns possible no eropping shall be done
except nnder fallowing conditions. We have
an experimental farm established at Dam-
pawah, which is on the very edge of the
Murchison, on the couniry I spoke of, the
eastern extremity of the Sounth-West Divi-
sion. We have an experimental farm at
Ghooli, which is now in the process of farm-
ing operations. We have also an experi-
mental farm at Salmon Gums. At all these
farms the enltivation methods will he such
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as, I believe, will meet with success in the
various disiricts. IFf the farmers follow the
example set, they cannot fail. I was par-
tieularly struck with the good work being
done at Ghooli and at Salmon Gums.
The miners at Southern Crosg are
being permitted to pet in & small
acrcage tor hay and for  seed,
but in consultation with the trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank I
huve emphasised that there, where we have
some control over farming methods, thoss
adopted ought to be the best possible, [
believe that with good results at Ghooli and
Salmon (ums we can vitalise the new setile-
ment, and the State ought not to make a
fuilure of it. I wish to say explicitly that
I amm sensible of the great responsibility
curried by the prescnt Government with re-
gard to thc new scheme. I bave not hesi-
tated 1o tell the Migration Commissioners
that whilst 1 am satisfied abont the land,
really my preatest fear is with regard wo
the ranfall. We have to admit that some-
where east we arrive at an area where the
rainfall is not sufficient to enable settlers to
carry on profitably. The members of the
Migration Commission are fully aware of
that fact. They were accompanied by their
agriecultura] adviser, Mr. Robertson, who has
had considerable experience of agricultural
matters in the Eastern States. I believe 1
am correct in stating that e was perfectly
satisfied we can earry on in that area under
present rainfall conditions. In fact, he said
to me, “If you have any doubt about it,
conue over to the Eastern States and see
what we are doing in South Australia and
Victoria,” The Minister for Agriculture in
South Australia, Mr. Cowan, was also over
here and I got him to send me a chart show-
ing the records of rainfall in the South
Australian wheat areas. I was surprised
to find that over a very considerable area
wheat was heing profitably grown on a rain-
fall of 7 inches spread over the growing
period. Hon. members will know that is
quite possible, provided we get the rain at
the requisite periods, Some hon. members
in this House have suecessfully grown wheat
with a rainfall of less than 7 inches during
the growing period. Tf I may refer to my
own experience, I ean tell hon. members that
in 1922 T serured 15 bushels from my own
farm, with 535 points of rain during the
growing period.

Mr, Lindsay: That is. within six months.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I confess
I was surprised at the result, but the fact
remains that I got that return. Provided the
rain falls during the growing period, I am
patisfled that wheat can be produced satis-
factorily in these areas. I hope it will be
possible to enter upon this great work soon
and I am glad 10 know, so far as I can
aseertain, that all members of Parliament
are in favour of that as well. I do not want
to commit members to something in respect
of which they should not be committed, but
1 shall be glad indeed if they will give this
scheme their fullest consideration.  They
should take the cpportunity to look at the

gountry and 1o consider the whole
scheme. I am desirous that all see-
tions of Parliament shall be satisfied

that we are about to embark upon a scheme
that will redound to the credit of the State
as a whole. The preliminary work is in
progress. A sum of £130,000 has been ad-
vanced for that work, for providing the
necessary roads that will have fo be eon-
structed and the water supplies that will
have to be installed. The scheme is {o be
thoroughly investigated, and that task is
being undertaken by officers from the various
departments concerned, including the Works
Depariment, the Water Supply Department,
the Surveyor General, and the Lands De-
partment. All the necessary data are being
eollected so that the stheme nigy be placed
upon a seond baes, and so that we may know
the road along which we shall travel before
we enter upon it. A considerable area of
new country will he served by the Mollerin
extension and by the extension of the
Ejanding Northward railway. For the in-
formation of hon. members, T wish to inti-
mate that the Mollerin railway extension will
not go beyond the rabbit-proof fence. There
was an area surveyed and made available for
selection further out, but when I returned
from the Murchison I withdrew it, becanse
T did not think it was in the interests of the
State at the present juncture to go hevond
that point. We are not pgoing north of
Southern Cross, or of Ballfineh. T have
arranged with the Agrienltural Bank trus-
‘ees to provide money to enable the settlers
already there to carry on with reasonable
chances of suecess, but we do not intend to
survey any new ecountry further ouif, nor
shall we encourage people to settle in those
parts. In faet, T am taking care that
people will not be allowed to mo out there.
In my opinion, there is room for develop-
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ment stiil in the safer arcas and we should
not Tisk opening up areas that are vet donbt-
ful. We ean yet place settlers on the land
east of the Wongan Hills railway and in the
Victoria district, in the Southern Cross area
as far as Forrestania, and somth of the
Bremer Ranges to Ravensthorpe nud Salmon
Gums. In addirvion there is a considerable
area east of the Salmon Gums country. In
the development of these areas there will he
plenty of work for Parliament in the futore.
Last night the member for Murehison (Mr.
Marshall} spoke of alleged dummying. He
said that in his distriet persons were hold-
ing large areas of pastoral country, but were
not complying with the conditions wnder the
Land Act. He forther stated that transfers .
were being given to persons who had secured
some of those leases. T must confess that 1
have been tather harsh abont such matters.
I have refused transfers, apart from excep-
tional reasons. There have heen cases where
I have mrunted the transfers, but they have
been exceptional. Perhaps the husband may
have died and the widow and the family have
not been able to carry on, or the holder of
the lease has been in bad health and he has
satisfied me that he counld not possibly eon-
tinue to develop the holding. Had I refused
transfers in aneh instances, I would have in-
deed been unduly harsh.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 do not think instances
such as those have heen questioned at all.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: There
has been a considerable amount of dummy-
ing in this State.

Mr. Davy: Has it not been encouraged
by the office itself to a considerable extent?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know, but I am not encouraging dummying.
Every hon. member, T think, knows that I
am not encouraging it hecause T have taken
every possible means to stop it. I have
anthorised many forfeitures of leases, and
that has earned for me the ill-wil] of sowe
people. I have forfeited leases in some in-
stances in which, had T consulted my own
sympathies, T may not have done so. (n
the other hand, in the interests of the sound
development of this State, I bave had to
earry out my daty, irrespective of whom I
displeased.  Tn-dlay the member for Mur-
chison mentioned a rase to me but T was able
to tell him that the forfeiture had taken place
weeks ago, so that he was rather belated with
his charges. There have been instances of
returned =o'diers and others having taken up
leases without the slightest intention of living
on their properties. One man was frank
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enongh to tell me that he had been advised
to take up his holding because of the ehance
of making a few pounds by an immediate
sale. Returned soldiers were able to secure
leases by virtue of concessions that are ex-
tended to them. They were charged a
smell amount for application fees, but
under the concession they did not have
to pay a pennyv for rent for some years.
Yet, after a few months, some of
them sold their properties! T had no
option but to enforce forfeitures in those
cases. I can assure hon. members I am doing
my best to prevent dummying. Mueh of it
has gone on in the past, and in furtherance
of my desire to do what is right for the State,
T hope, with the eonsent of the Treasurer, to
appoint a few temporary officers to act as
ingpectors for the purpose of making a
thorough investigation of conditions through-
out the agricultural and pastoral areas. If
there are people in possession of land in
these days when holdings are eagerly sought
by hundreds of applicants, and those people
hold their properties under a concession
relinquishing them from the necessity to pay
rent for a period of years, surely the least
we can expect of them is that they shall
fulfil their obligations under the Aet! There
are too many men holding leases to-day with-
out making any attempt to do their duty to
the State, and I infend to enforce the con-
ditions applying to their holdings.

Hon. G. Taylor: Has the Minister, or his
department, punished anyone who has suh-
mitted false declarations?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
hes'tated to take action.

Hon. G. Taylor: I have seen some false
declarations in your office.

" The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I am
afraid we shall have to make an example of
some of those people who make declarations
knowing that they are false.

Hon. G. Taylor: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I believe
that of those that have been brought under
my notice, 70 per cent. of the declarations
have been false, Some people do not seem
to have any regard whatever for an oath. In
some instances there was not a scintilla of
truth in their sworn statements.

Mr. Teesdale: What, 70 liars out of 100!

The Premier: And that percentage was of
those only that lad been questioned.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Of
course, I do not see all the declarations that
are subtmitted.

I have
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Mr. Teesdale: Someone else must geb the
other 30.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
come to the conclusion that the great
majority of people whose declarations were
brought under my notice have no regard for
what is contained io those documents,

Mr. Davy: Only the syspécts are brought
before you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Perhaps
s0.

Mr. Davy: Probably the vast majority of
them are not brought under your notice at
all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I am
speaking only of those that come before me.
I have found so many inaccuracies in the
declarations that I have come to the conelu-
sion that not many people have any regard
for the truth. It may be necessary to take
action in one or two instances to bring people
to a realisation of the faet that there is
really something in an oath. They must be
taught that they must have some regard for
the statements that they swear to, The
operations of the Agricultural Bank were
actively maintained during the year, during
which period 1,983 ordinary loans and 412
applications from ex-soldier borrowers,
amounting to £663,100, were approved. Of
this amount £441,502 was alloeated for the
clearing of 403,640 acres of virgin land. The
advances made during the same period
totalled £645,000 and the loan repayments
£338,260, of which £214,225 represented
ordinary and £124,038 ex-soldiers’ indebted-
ness. It is very pleasing to know that the
settlers to whom advances have been made
are making their repaymenis and meeting
their interest charges as well in a great many
instanees. Hon. members will note that the
collections for the year have shown an im-
provement upon the returns for the previous
periods. The amounts repaid by ordinary
and ex-soldier settlers represented £232,404
and £267,930 respeectively. The fotal amount
owing under mortgages as at the 30th
June last was: Ordinary borrowers,
£3,698,000; ex-soldiers, £4,643,000. Those
figures will indicate to hon. members the
great work that is lteing carried out
by the Agricultural Bank {rustees in
finaneing the agricultural industry of Wes-
tern Australia. With the exception of a
few instanees, the revaluation of soldier
settler securities has bheen completed, the
amount written off being £414,312 distri-
buted amongst 1,352 mortgagors.  These
losses are recoverable from the Common-
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wealth, grant for that purpose. The limits
of the bank's operations have been further
extended angd its advances liberalised dur-
ing the year. Full advances are now being
made in the area north of Mollerin, and
from Sounthern Cross southwards on ap-
proved holdings within a 20-mile radius of
an existing or authorised railway. 1 think
hon. members know that in respect of light
lund propositions, where the security is ap-
proved by the bank, financial assistance has
heen made available to assist settlers in the
Adevelopment of their holdings to the ex-
tent of half loans.

WMr. Lindsay: That is where the settler
has more than 2,000 gcres.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. In
mv opinion, it is essential that a settler
should have more than 2,000 acres in some
of the light land areas. In some parts
2,000 acres of light land would he sufficient,
but for the most part, it is necessary for
settiers to have more than 2,000 acres if
they are to be given a chance to farm sue-
cessfully.

“Mr. Lindsay: The trouble is that some
of the settlers have slightly smaller hold-
ings and cannot secure any loan from the
Agrienltural Bank.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Rapid
strides are being made by the miners, who
have heen settled in the Southern Cross
district. [ was particularly pleased to note
the work the miners were doing when I last
visited the distriet. Hon. members will ap-
vreciate what I mean when I say that many
af the miners were laken from the mines
when they had reached the next to last
stage of miners’ disease. Their next stage
would have been tuberculosis. When I saw
those miners using the axe on the occasion
of my first visit last summer, I felt sorry
for them. I felt that if ever men had to
go throngh the ordeal by fire, they were
voing through it. As the member for Mt,
Margaret (Hon. (3. Taylor) knows, miners
who come {rom their work nnderground can
hardly stand the summer heat ahove ground.
He will appreciate the position of those
men when they set to work with the axe
with half their lungs gone. Hon. members
will realise that it required a lot of grit
te do it. Therefore, T felt sorry indeed for
those men, although I realised it was for
their good.

Mr. Heron: Although their lungs were
affected, their hearts were sound.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When I
saw those men again early this winter, I
was surprised at the marked improvement
in their health. Ope or two whom I
Lad found to be pretty bad in the sum-
mer had good wind and heart, and
were full of confidence in their ability
to establish homes. They had brought their
wives and families with them, and bad
brought even thelxr homes from the fields,
and their little boys were helping to clear
the forest. The Parliament and Govern-
ment, which gave those men their opportunity
have done something of real merit in the
developmeni of Western Australia. A goodl
deal has beon snid about Southern Europ-
eans. I have not much lo complain of, for
in their remarks Opposition members have
not indulged in unfair eritieism; but I wish
to explain the Government’s attitude in this
matter. Let me say I have nothing against
fthe Southern European as a man. 1 have
found Southern Kuropeans in this State
very good men indeed, honest and willing
to work. It wmight even he said that some
o€ the best settlers in the country are South-
ern Europcans.  Dowu in the Manjimup
area the Fontanini brothers constitute set-
tlevs not to ba excelled in Western Australia,
I am quite sure that at =ny ordinary agri-
cultursl show, with 50 of their preducts
they could heat almost any other settlers in
Western Australia.

Mr Mann : Then they are not reducing the
standard of living. :

The MINISTER FOIRR LAXDS: They are
of verv fine type; probably there is no bet-
ter type in the State. But we in this coun-
try are developing our wheat areas at a
rapid rate, and with every new area we re-
amre more credit from the Agricultural
Bank, more railways and more water sup-
plies, In this rapid settlement of her lands,
Western Australia is being assisted by moneys
supplied under the miczration agreement, IF
that money were not available, much of this
settlemient could not take place, for the men
now heing settled on the Jand could not get
bank advances, nor railways, nor watep
supplies.  The ndvantage of having this
money carries with it certain obligations.
One of the principal obligations is that we
must absorb into this community a certain
number of British migrants everv year.
That agrecment was made, not hy this (fov-
erament, but by a former Government. But
any Government in office wishing to avail
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themselves of the money under the migration
agreement must keep the spirit and letter ot
the compact. YWhen the present Government
cease to exist as a Government I shall not
be concerned as to what may be done, but
whilst in office I have fo see to i{ that the
contract between this Government and the
Commonwealth Government and the Imper-
ial Government is maintained. When 1 have
talked to farmers in that strain, I have been
applanded to the echo. When I travelled
with the migration commissioners, Mr.
Banks Amery also supported my remarks.
I tell hon. members that unless they are pre-
pared to give the British migrants a chanee
in ‘this country, they cannot expeet to get
the advaniage of construeting farms and
railways and water supplies with moneys
supplied under the migration agreement.

Mr. Teesdale: Mr. Amery said that 77
per cent. of the settiers on the new farms
were Western Australians.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
all right. The migration agreement does not
insist that all the British migrants shall be
setiled on the land. It merely insists that
they shall be absorbed into the community.
So we have to find opportunities for those
who are not guing on the Jand. Still, any
member who travels through the new farm-
ing areas will be siruck with the great num-
ber of migrants on the land who are achiev-
Ing sueoess.

Myr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Mr. Davy: Can we afford to have in the
community differcnt classes ot persons, some
who can get a certain class of job while
others cannot?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry the Southern Europeans eannot be ab-
sorbed in the country, They are good men
and they make worthy eitizens. I have no
ohjection to =ceing them settled on the land;
bui of «course we can only absorh
a certain number of people, and with
great numbers of young men from the
Tastern States, plug the migrants from
the Old Country, we ecaunot absorb
all these other people, becanse we are mainly
dependent on primary industries. Mr.
Hamersley, speaking in another place a
night or two ago, said that eclearing work
was noi fit work for Ausiralians and Brit-
ishers, and that it ought to be left o the
Sonthern Europeans. That would be all
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right if we had more satisfaetory work for
the Australians. But we have not. In the
whole of the development of Australia the
pioneering work has been done by people
from the British Empire. If the British
migrants are to be absorbed in this country,
they certainly must do the same work as
the pioneers did. I am not going to say that
all the farmers in Western Australia refuse
to give preference to Britishers, I want to
make this point: I have never insisted that
the farmers must not employ Southern Euro-
peans, The ouly thing we insist upon is
that they give preference to Britishers and
Australians. If they cannot get either Aus-
tralians or Britishers, then they are free to
employ Southern Europeans. And if ever I
find a farmer embarrassed or humbugged by
British clearers, I always give him permis-
sion to employ Southern Europeans to do
the work. It has been said that some of the
farmers prefer the Southern European be-
cause he is cheaper and can be exploiteq,
I do not say that obtains generally, but I do
say that it oceurs to a fair extent.

Mr. Lindsay: Not generally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not
generally,

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: The exploitation
touches more Britishers than Southern
Buropeans.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is always to be found in the country a cer-
tain class ready to exploit the cheapest
labour,

Mr. Davy: You wilh find blighters in
every section of the community.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But I
have discovered thal quite a number do not
want to employ the Britisher, becanse the
Southern European is cheaper, I kmow that
some farmers have received from the Agri-
cultural Bank 25s, per aere for clearing and
bave paid Southern Europeans £1 per acre
to do the work.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are there many instances
of that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
a few. I have been told by others that
farmers not on the Bank get their clearing
done at from 17s. to €1 per acre. I have
been told that by farmers. Also I personally
have been asked to give Southern Europeans
a contraet for cutting down at 7s. per acre.
T have here a letter sent to me from a cleaver
at Bruce Rock. To show his bona fides, the
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writer enclosed a 1i4d. stamp for a reply.
The letter reads as follows:—

Dear 8ir,—In the ‘‘Daily News’’ issue of
Friday, 5th inst., there appeared a leading
artiele entitled ‘*Shortage of Clearers,’' which
stated there was any amount of clearing to be
had in varipus parts of this State, in fact many
farmers vere unable to get men to c¢lear their
land, and so the clearing contractzs went beg-
ging on thut account. On the strength of the
above-mentioned article I immediately wrote to
the manager of the Agrieultural Bank, as I
thought he was the most likely persoun to give
me the information I sought, namely, in what
part of Western Australia my mate and I were
Jikely to get a clearing contract of 200 acres
or thereabouts. But up to now I ihave not had
a reply from him to my letter, and as your
name was freely menfioned in that article, I
am now taking the liberty of approaching you
and asking if you can supply me with the in-
formation T asked from the manager of the
Apgricaltural Bank. Yours faitbfully, O.
Cooper.

P.B.—We are fully equipped for ¢learing and
are prepared to go at once to any part of the
State on receipt of definite information as to
where clearing i3 to be got without fail.

Half an hour before I received that letter,
a farmer from Muntadjin called upon me.
He belongs to an old Dowerin family. He
told me he could not possibly get British
clearers, and he wanted my permission to
emplov Southern Europeans. I refused it.
He argued about the aereage he could put
in if he could get the clearing done, and the
magnificent progress he would make. Still
I refused. T advised him to go round and
see if he conld not get some British clearers,
saying that if he failed in that mission he
conld come back and repeat his request.
Half an hour later 1 received the letfer I
have just read. Through the Agricultural
Bank I again got into touch with the
farmer who had been unable to find British
clearers, and passed the letter on to him.
He seemed very disappointed. In ouwr
earlier conversation he had said he knew
plenty of people not on the Bank who were
getting their clearing done for 17s. per acre.
‘When he came to me the seecond time, he
said he had three natnralised Italians who
would take on the clearing. Shortly after-
wards I wrote to those clearers at Bruce
Rock and furpished them with this farmer’s
address. This was my letter to them:—

Dear Sir,—In reply to yours of the 1l4th
inst., Mr. of Muntadjin called on me to-
day and stated that he was unoble to get
clearers and asked for permission to employ
Southern Europeans. The request waa refused.
T supgest you immediately get in touch with
Mr——— as he stated he has a considerable
amount of clearing te he done and is unable
to get British and Australian clearers.
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The clearers went all the way from Bruce
Rock to Muntadjin to see this gentleman,
and this is their reply to me:—

T beg to acknowledge your letter of the 1dth
inst., and in reply I am sending you the fol-
lowing information for your perusal and con-
gideration. In accordance with your advice I
wrote to Mr, — ubout some clearing he
wighed to have done. I waited a wueek, and as
T received no reply to my letter my mate and
[ vame up to Muntadgin yesterday morning to
see Mr. persanally aboaut it. On inquiry
we were told that Mr, — seldom lived up
here, but had a kind of manager louvking afrer
his place. We also found that he, too, was ab-
sent from the distriet for a few duys. How-
cver, the local storekeeper and postmaster ap-
parently knew Mr. ‘s whereabouts, as he
got into telephomic communieation with him at
Northam, and Mr. distinctly told him
that a mistake had been made and that I had
been incorrectly informed, that he had. all the
clearers he required and all Southerm Euro-
peans at that, principally Jugo Slavs and
Ttalians, which on inquiry I found to be
correct. It that is the ease why did@ Mr.
Blank go to your office and tell you that he was
unable to sccure British or Australian clearers
and ask you for permission to allow him to
employ Scouthern Europeans instead, when in
reality he already had them on his farm clear-
ing his land. I might have mentioned that he
told the storekeeper over the ’‘phone that they
were all naturalised British subjects. All the
same, why he should go to you with the request
to employ them and seek your permission which
you state was refused to him when he already
had them, is a question [ want to have an-
swered at your carliest conveniemee, We are
naturally hoth very sore over coming up here
on a fool’s errand as it appears to be to bhoth
of us. Trusting you will see into this matter
and favour me with an carly reply. In my
opinion there was no necessity for mm to go to
you at all if his clearers were British subjeets.
I consider his story in a very doubtfunl light.
Yours faithfully, O. Cooper.

Those people have written me sinee. T made
inquiries and ascertained that the man in
question had got his clearers three months
before he saw me, and that not one of
them was naturalised. The clearers who saw
me, to show their bona fides, wrote me on
the 7th of Aupust as follows—

I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 2nd
instant and in reply I am taking the liberty
of informing vou that, since I wrote vou that
letter, we have secured a eclearing contract of
about 100 aeres and five miles of fencing with
the largest landholder in this (JMuntadgin)
district, so our jourmey up here after all was
not in vain. But that does not excuse Mr.
's rather contemptible action in doing
what he Aid do; in faet I am at a loss to
understand his action.

The Premier: Those clearvers are a good
type.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
have had two or three such instances, and
quite a number of instances in whieh 1 know
southern Europeans were being employed
Let me point out that the Agrieultural Bank
rate is intended as an advance to help in
the work of clearing so thai the owner will
be able to do the work himself. Most of
the work of clearing used to be done by the
settler, who was thus able to maintain him-
self out of the Agricultural Bank advance.
The bank advance, however, is not the maxi-
mum, I have jalways had to pay a few
shillings out of my own pocket for any
clearing that I got done, and it is worth a
few shillings more. Land before it is cleared
is of no value at all, but when it is eleared
it 15 worth, not 255, or 30s. an acre, but £2
or £3 an acre. The man who does the clear-
ing puts that value on the land. I want
members to understand the position. 1 do
not say that the instance I have quoted re-
presents the general habit of farmers. 1
know there are plenty of farmers who are
willing to do & fair thing, buf in any eom-
munity there can always be found some
men who are out to exploit the cheapest
possible labour. The southern Ruropeans
¢annot be blamed particularly becanse ther
are strangers in a foreign couniry, They
are in the same position as we would be in
if we went to their country—without friends
and without any knowledge of the country.
They have to take the first work offering
and they have to take it at any price offer-
ing.

Mr. Teesdale: We would be a thundering
sight more belpless in their country than
they .are here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
are going to accomplish anything under the
migration agreement, we must give prefer-
ence to our own men.

The Minister for Mines: They should not
come into unfair competition with our men.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wher-
ever they have settled on the land they have
become industrious people. A number of
Ttalians have made good in this eountry and
are tespected and excellent farmers.

Mr. Davy: I do not like to see you divid-
ing the community into bits,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
like it either, but what is the alternative?

The Premier: The principle reason is to
deter the influx of aliens. If they find that
it is difficult to get work, they will not come
here in such numbers. Otherwise they will
flood us out.
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The Minister for Mines: We cannot absorb
3,000 a year.

The Premier: We either have to make it
diffieult for them or else stop British immi-
gration. That is the position,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wish
fo speak at some length regarding group
seftlement, and I hope members will bear
with me because I have gone to pains to
obtain important figures regarding the
scheme. The reconstruetion of the groups is
practically complete. Though I say prac-
tically complete, there are still a few weak
spots and it is very difficult to repair them,
but a most drastic overhaul has taken place
and despite the weak spots still prevailing,
I think it can be said that the great majority
of the locations are now soundly hased.
The advisory board that officiated prior
to the new heard being appointed recom-
mended a reduction of group loeations by
approximately 516. I think the tota! num-
ber at that time was 2,240, Anyhow, the old
board, after an experience of four or
five vears, recommended a reduction of 516
locations. Since the mew board took office
in October last, the greater portien of the
board’s time has been taken up with the work
of reconstruction, glthough the board is giv-
ing eonsiderable attention to administration
and has endeavoured o get into closer con-
fact with the settler, nnderstand him person-
ally, and understand his needs. 1 think
members who have come into contact with
the board as a result of their inquiries will
agree with me that the board has given con-
siderable attention to the work and has given
very efficient service. The reconstruction has
proved a very heavy task and members will
realise how heavy it has been when T tell
them how it has proceeded. At the ineeption
of the group settlement scheme it was in-
tended that only first-class land should be
used, but owing to a conflict with forestry
requirements, that econld not be done, except
in inaccessib'e localities. To meet the great
demand in a limited time, a lot of light land
was taken into occupation. Particularly
was that the ease on the Peel Estate, at the
Abba River, South Busselton and at North-
cliffe. A partial reconstruction was made at
Abha River in 1926, but after extended trials
and heavy manuring, the failure of the light
land towards the end of 1926 led to a new
classifieation. The reclassifieation was sub-
sequenily extended to all group areas, and
even in the first-class country we found that
the settlers were handieapped by having been
allotted holdings that were foo small. 1In
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some of the first-elass conntry the areas were
as small as 60 acres and I do not know of
any place in Australia, except in the very
exceptional localities, established for 70, 80
or 90 years where time and cultivation and
fertilisation have brought results, that 69
acres has yet Deen regarded as a sufficient
area for dairy farming. The basis of the
reclassifieation was to permit of each hold-
ing, when fully developed, carrying 20 cow
units; that is, 20 cows and their progeny.
as well as the necessary horses. The stand-
ards fixed by the beard, after conference
with the field officers, were as follows: Perl
Estate. 110 acres clay land, alternatively 80
acres clay plus 60 acres minimum of second
class, sandy high land rejected; Folly Flats,
70 acres of clay with high land; swamp hold-
ings, that is, Richardson Swamp, 36 acres
with high land. That is a particularly good
swamp, and given proper working and with
luck as regards the drainage, the area shonld
make a very safe holding. At Abba River
and South Busselton the standard fixed was
150 aeres minimum sandy soil and clay sub-
soil; Margaret-Angusta, 150 to 100 acres
first-class tfimbered country or equivalent of
first class taking two acres of seeond class as
being equal to one acre of first class; Man-
Jimup-Pemhberton, 100 acres first class or
equivalent to first class backed hy seeond
class; Northeliffe, 100 acres first class or
equivalent (timbeved), plain countrv largely
rejected; Denmark, 108 acres first class or
equivalent (timbered). The reclassification
was carrvied out in each area by selected and
specially instrueted foremen and senior fore-
men, and their work was checked by the
senior field supervisors, and in other cases
by an officer of the Agriculiural Bank who
had had considerable experience of the
loeality, and by local farmers, as well as bv
members of the hoard. At the Peel Estate
the eclassification was checked bwv the board
and by Messrs. Max, Law and Briggs, both
of whom are farmers in the district and are
competent to give an opinion. Mr. Brigses is
a dairy farmer on land adjoining the estate.

Hon. W. J. George: At Byford.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At Abba
River and South Busselton the classifiea-
tion was first made by Mr. Harold Carter,
a well-known farmer of Marybrook, who
has heen farming there for many years,
and later by the officers of the Group Set-
t'ement Board and checked by AMr. William
Forrest, who has heen farming all his life
in the Busselton area. At Manjimup and
Pemberton the classification was made by
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the officers and checked by Mr. Wardle,
formerly Agricultural Bank Inspector at
Denmark, by the Group Settlement Board
and by me. I accompanied the board in
that district for three weeks. At Den-
mark the classifieation was checked by Mr.
Wardle and the board, The member for
Sussex (Mr. Barnard) last evening said the
reclassification had resulted only in re-
shuffling. It has been a drastie reconstruc-
fion inasmuch as it amounts to a reduc-
tion of 820 locations out of a possible 2,442,

Mr. Mann: Just one-third.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mem-
kers will realise that the reduetion amouats
to roughly one-third. I am afraid that even
~et there are quite a number of poor loca-
tions that will have to be eonsidered for
reasons which T need not state here. Mem-
bers will realise that this work of reclassi-
fication and reconstruction has been very
onerous. It eould not be entered npon with-
aut a due sense of regponsibility,. When the
beard informed me of its opinion, I felf a
bit panicky. I realised that whatever action
was taken wounld have to be justified, and
in the recess I spent a good deal of my
tume, day after day, tramping the locations
with members of the board and considering
the classifications. T must say that I con-
sider the classifications generally sound, In
one or two instanees, for special reasons, I
«llowed certain holdings to be retained and
put other holdings out. Sometimes there
was 2 difference of opinion between the
board and some of the gentlemen who
checked the classifieation, particularly on
the Pec! Estate, but when T went out with
them and we argued the question, there was
not much difference between them. In one
or two instances it was held an exeeptional
settler might make good on a certain re-
jeeted loeation. Unhappily we do not al-
ways get exceptional settlers; we have to
depend upon the average. I think it is
generally admitted in the eountry that the
classification has been fairly sound, and
if we cannet work out group settlement
to a suecessful issue now, there is not mueh
hope for the scheme af all. T did not want
to oecupy time by reading out what the
reduetions meant, but it might be interest-
ing to have the particulars on record. The
Peel Estate originally comprised 492 hold-
ings. On that estate 227 loeations have
been completely abandoned, and 88 have
been linked up with other locations in order
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to strengthen them. There remain in the
Peel Estate 177 loeations, plus nine new
lucations that were taken into the estate.

Mr. Davy: Do yon say that the aban-
doned locations are useless?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
given them a trial since 1922. On some of
{the locations, after eultivation and fertili-
safion year afier year that was paid for
tv the State, we did not reap sufficient to
pay for the cost of taking the crops off.
That has been our experience and it conld
not continue indefinitely.

Hon. G. Taylor: What were the crops?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All sorts
of grasses were put in. I do not exaggerate
when I say on some of the locations it would
be practically impossible to establish any
kind of dairy farm. The old board which
had been brought into contact with the work
for years, and bhad spent large sums of morney
on their ecountry, in ploughing, sowing,
fertilising and harvesting, could see no possi-
bility of getting results. No matter what
cxception may be taken to the reconstrnction,
no Government which pursued any other
course would be entitled to the confidence of
the country.

Hon. W. J. George: On some of the land
less came off in the way of fodder than had
come off it before it was ploughed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : If the
land had been left in its natural state better
results would have been obtained from it.
I think ic some cases the cultivation did
more injury than good.

Hon. G. Taylor: Was the ploughing too
deep?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If you
disturt the natural muleh on the top of
sandy couniry and open it to the sun it does
it no good. It might have been possible to
grow a little in the way of clover on the fop
of the mulch withont any cultivation.

Hon. W. J. George: If it had been
ploughed for three inches instead of five, it
would have been much better.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
never have been a sucecessful proposition.

Alr. Davy: Was it a case of sand only on
the 227 holdings?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of
the lond went salty, and in some cases the
drains were faully. 'We have had consider-
able difficnlty in the matter of drainage. This
vear the couniry has been inundated again.
It has been difficult to maintain it because
water has been over it three or four times
already this year. We have experienced the
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greatest diffienlty in doing anything with it.

Hon, @. Taylor: Was the drainage
fanlty?

Mr. Davy: If it can be said to have been
drained.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Despite
the huge expenditure, drainage has not been
entirely successful on that area. Many of
the locations were never suitable for dairy
farming. Some time in the distant future
they may come into oeceupation when there is
a larger community to cater for and a larger
market. In my opinion it is not a group
settlement proposition. In the Busselton
area the origina! holders comprised 923,
Seventy-two of these have sinee been aban-
doned, 124 have been linked up, and there
remain 727 locations. In addition we have
taken up five bank propositions, whieh,
added to the 727, makes a total of 732
in the Busselton-Margaret River-Karridale
areas. In the Manjimup-Pemberton area
there were 364 holdings, none of which has
been abandoned. This is the brightest spot
in the group settlement scheme. The country
is beaufiful, although there are difficulties
there also. In some of the areas there is not
sufficient summer land. It is high eountry.
In the summer the rainfall for these loca-
tions is not as great as we would like it fo
be. Some of the seitlers have not enough
eountry on which to produce and carry their
stoek. Tn some areas the acreage is too small.
We could not disturb the settlers without
good reason. We eould not push one settler
out when he had spent so many years on his
property and built it wup, and hand the
property over to his neighbour. We shall
have to wait until some settlers vacate their
holdings before the trouble can be overcome.

Hon, G, Taylor: You think some of the
holdings are too small?

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: I am sure
of it. I do not suy they will be too small in
20 years' time, but they are too small now.
At Northeliffe the original holders numbered
374, There have heen 135 abandonments.
This was plain eountry on which we bad
never bad sucecess.

Mr. Davy: Do you mean that these hold-
ings have been shared with the others?

The Premier: They have teen abandoned
altogether.

Mr, Wilson: They were no good.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Eighty-
nine holdings have been linked up and there
remaiu 150. In that district we have creaied
82 new holdings in new and good timber
country, and we have removed the settlers



268

from abandoned holdings to those areas.
We have removed the houses and everything
else. At Hester the original holders num-
bered 44 and there have been po abandon-
menis, Fourteen settlers have been linked
), leaving 30 on the estate. We are doing
at Hester what Mr. Hogh Brockman recom-
mencded when the locality was first surveyed.
An olicer of the department, who is now
dead, sxid the areas as subdivided were suf-
ficient. :

Hon. W. J. George: It was a matter of
bad judgment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
Denmark area the original holders nambered
245. No blocks have been abandoned, but
40 have been linked up, leaving a total of
205. The position to-day is that out of
the 2442 orginal holdings, 434 have been
completely abandoned, 386 linked up, and
there remain 1,622, plus 144 new holdings
which have been created in order to provide
for the settlers who have been removed from
their former locations.

Hon. W. J. George: Will you give any-
one an opportunity to take np these blocks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes
_That matter will, I hope, soon be determined
by Cabinet.

The Premicy: We will spend no more Gov-
ernment money upon them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
total ol group settlement locations to-dav
js 1,766. No doubt the House would like
to hear the book valne of the loecations.
There has been expended on the development
of 438 abandoned holdings, on general de-
velopment, Dbuildings, ete., the sum of
£070,000. Of this amount £233,000 has been
spent on buildings. There may be some
salvage there, for we may bhe able to get
buyers for these buildings. 1 de not say afl
this is loss. The estimated sum that it is
expected to recover fromn these buildings
is £77,000, leaving a loss on the abandoned
properties of £892,000. This does not in-
clude any losses that may be incurred in the
necessary writing dewn on  linked up
holdings, Their development has cost about
£2,000 per holding. Probahly all of this
sum will have to be written off. There have
been 386 holdings linked up, resulting in an
expenditure of approximately £772,000—
£2,000 each. T think that expenditure will
all have to be written down. T do not see
how 1t 1s possible to earry on otherwise. The
number of cottages removed from these
abandoned holdings on to new loeations
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totnls 86, which with the dairy buildings
have cost £9,370 to move. In the Busselton
area some of the loeations have not been
provided with cottages, and we are moving
buildings there. There stil] remain B84
bouses to be removed to provide for the new
locations. The total cast of group settlement
tv date, including drainage, roads and rail-
ways ie £7,530,000. The group expenditure,
including expendilure on stock and plani,
ete., amounts to £5,323,000. The drainage
amounts approximately {o £717,000 and
roads to £1,027,000. These voads provide
fop the development of other than group
settlemenis, The railways which have eost
£561,000 provide also for other than group
settlement. Both the roads and the railways
were, however, undertoken to serve group
settlement. Members know that out of the
total number of settlers previously on the
Peel Estate, 492, we have only 177 left.
The settlement there was first established in
1922, und compleled in 1923, Tt has been
for five years in oceupation, and in some
cases more than that, The expenditure on
development of the retained holdings
amounts to £570,775, and on the abandoned
holdings the expenditure was £464,793. The
expenditure on the 88 linked-up holdings is
estimated at £176,000, The expenditure
on ihe linked-up holdings plus the ex-
penditure on the abandoned holdings,
less anticipated salvage on  buildings
on the abandoned heldings valued at
£31,000, amounts to £609,000, The linked-
up holdings must be written down to prac-
tically nil. There may he n chauce of sell-
ing some of the ahandoned holdines on the
Peel Tstate. They are handy to the metro-
politan ares. There way be men working
about Fremantle and following oeccupations
there who will be prepared to Ffarm some
of these areas and make their homes there.
In that way they may gradually he brought
into use, and some of the capital expendi.
ture upon them recovered. The expenditure
on the retained holdings in Busselton, 727,
amounted to £1,672,000, and the expenditure
on the abandoned holdings to £195000 less
the anticipated recovery on buildings £19,-
000, making a total loss of £175,000, In the
Northcliffe area the expenditure on the re-
tained holdings, 150, amounted to £339,280,
angd the expenditure on the abandoned hold-
ings, 135, amounted to £255,140. The ex-
peeted recovery from the buildings is£18,000,
leaving a loss on the groups of £236,000.
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These are the outstanding points in the
present position of group seitlements. The
area cleared on group seitlements at the
30th Jane, 1428, was 96,356 acres. The area
sown was 71,160 acres, the number of cot-
tages erected was 2,362, dairy buildings
erected numbered 1,920, the number of cows
on groups was 4,181, and number of bulis
168, the number of heifers 3,673, horses
2,275, and the number of groups equipped
with full plant was 108, The value of the
eguipment on ihe groups was £130,000.
To hon. members that is evidence that a
considerable amount of work has been done
and that the groups ought to be progressing
to the stage when we might well expect
the settlers to be able to stand on their own
feet. I am sorry the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is not present., The other evening he
made a statement which T cannot permit to
go unchallenged. Speaking on the Address-
in-reply the hon. member said

The diffienlties in connection with group
scttlement are not the land, certainly not the
elimate, and quite as eertainly not the men.

The obviouns inference 1s that there is only
one thing wrong with group settlement, aud
that is the adminisiration. If the Leader of
the Opposition were at least fair, I would
not feel called upon to resent those ire-
marks. I have no wish to do so. I look
upon group settlement as being of such great
importance that it ought to be outside the
realm of party polities. I eannot help it if
from time to time 1 have to state facts red
garding the scheme. The facts may be re-
sented, but they have to be faced. 1 have
no doubt that when the time arrived—as it
did arrive upon my becoming Minister for
Lands—any Government would have had to
face the facts which the present Govern-
ment have had to face. If my predeeessor,
Mr. Angwin, had made the changes which
I have made. it would have been said that
he acted hastily, acted before giving the
scheme a chance. He would not have been
justified in doing it. But surely after all
the years which have passed and after the
great sums of money which have been ex-
pended, after we have done our utmost, de-
spite mal-administration that there may have
been—probably there was a good deal of
it everywhere; it could not have been other-
wise in a scheme ¢! this kind—the posifion
ought to be faced. The whole of the peopls
of this country ought to be interested, and all
" parties ought to be interested, in seeing that
Western Australia gets the best possiblo
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resulls from the existing scheme. In passing
I have to eriticise the statements of
the Leader of the Opposition, and I am
going to do it more particularly in regard
to the land. So far as the Peel Estate is
conecerned, hon. membérs can see the position
for themselves. They can see the Govern-
ment’s difficulties there, and they can see
the results from toil and expenditure over &
number of years. In this connection let me
say that I have nothing to complain of re-
garding my treatment as Minister by the
member for Murray-Wellington (Hon, W.
J. Qeorge). That hon. member has never
desired to embarrass me, He has always
been full of sympathy for the Government’s
difficulties, which he thoroughly appre-
ciates. 'We have been perfectly frank in ounr
reldtionship, and be entirely understands
the Government's position with regard to
group settlement. He does his duty towards
his constituents, and uses his utmost efforts
to help them in their difficulties. Portion of
the Peel Estate land was condemned long
azo. A Royal Commission, the members of
which were Mr. J. J_ Holmes, who knows
that country and was borm and bred
there—

Mr. Teesdale: There is nothing he does
not know, though. ”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ancther
member was Mr, Gray, M.L.C., who I will
not say knows as much about land as Ar.
Holmes does, but who is quite capable of
forming a jJudgment. Then there was Mr.
Lovekin, M.L.C., who is also qguite capable
of forming a judgment. There was also Mr.
Rose, M.L.C., and nobody will deny that that
gentléman thas taken & keen interdst in
group settlement and is a worthy son of
Western Australia. Those gentlemen con-
demned portion of the Peel Estate. Re-
porting on the 31st March, 1924, they re-
ferred to the utter absence of any scheme
and stated that a lot of the lend was entively
unsuitable. Hon. members need only read
that report to see for themselves.

Hon. W. J. George: Was not that re-
port sent to your Government?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; to
8ir James Mitchell.

The Premier: We came in during the first
week of April, I think,

The MINISTER FOR LARDS: Read-
ing that report now, I do not think any hon.
member wounld say that thére is much wrong
with it. Sir James Mitchell said there waa
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nothing wrong with the land. Unfortunately
for him, he has to contend with people
who are thoroughly unbisssed, people who
have nothing to gain in the matter, and
who never made charges from political mo-
tives. When Mr, Collier’s Government first
came into office, another Royal Commis-
sion of inguiry was appointed because the
opinion was held, especialiy in the country,
that all was not well with the scheme. The
chairman of that Royal Commission was Mr,
Walter Harper, and the other memhers were
Hon. 1. Moore, Mr. J. Lindsay, Mr. W. D.
Johnson, and Mr. C. G. Latham. T do not
think it will be eontended that any one of
these gentlemen was not compelent to form
an opinion.

The Premier: Individually and collect-
ively a fine body of men.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ask
hon. members whether they would gquestion
the good faith of Mr. Walter Harper, who
knew the country, had embarked his own
capital in it, and had had much experience
of it? Mr. Moore lived in that country for
years, and he certainly is an honourable man
and a man of sound judgment. Mr. Lndsay’s
eapacily is well known in this House. Mr.
W. D. Johnson’s czpacity is also well known,
and Mr. Latham’s farming experience js nn-
quostionable.  Those gentlemen reported,
and reading their report to-day one finds
pheir conclusions, as 1 suggested the other
evening, to be absolutely eorreet.

Mr. Lindsay: They were too optimistic.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
respects, yes. Their eonclusions could not
have been otherwise than correet, because no
body of competent men whe inquired into a
subjeet for months as closely as these gentle-
men did could fail to be influenced hy what
they had seen and heard. These gentlemen
practically condemned muech of the land. I
do not think it is worth while my queting
from their report except the following words
from their recommendations—

No. 2—A congiderable area of poor land

not suitable for the purpose has been utilised
for group settlement.

They stressed that, and they made this allow-
ance for it—

It would appear that in the rush to provide
land for the settlers—who at the time were
arriving in considerable numbers—the officials
have, in some instances, allowea 1and to be
pressed into service which is much inferior to
that hitherto utilised in Western Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That was the positien all right. There was
no well thought ont scheme. Settlers wer
coming here in thousands. Both the Royal
Commissions have stressed the faet that set
tlers were arriving in such great muubers
that they were put upon any kind of land
merely in order that they might be settled
somewhere or other, I am convinced thai
that haste has been largely responsible for
the trouble up to date.

Hon. W, J. George: You must not forgei
that the matter was pressed by the British
Government, who crowded the migrants on
to us like one o'cloclk.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yet other
persons gave their experience regarding the
Jand. It was condemned by the old group
advisory board, comprising 3Messrs. McLarty,
Sutton and Hampshire. They condemned it
after almost five years’ experience. I know
of no test superior to that experience. In
condemnning the land these gentlemen recom-
mended a reduction of 516 locations. Let
me give jusi one reference by Mr. William
Forrest who checked part of the Busselton
area. He said—

I have found on every location that I have
ingpected that the work of reclassifying has
been carefully done, and although the first
class areas in some cases appear small, there is
really not a preat difference betwcen the first
and the second class land. It is regrettabla
that so mony of the original holdings have heen
found unsuitable as farms, and I would ad-
vise that in some cases, viz,, the Abba River
and South Busselton areas, some of the re-
jected land might be held for cxperimental
purposes, I bave been careful to imspect the
most doubtful of the proposed holdings, and
[ feel sure that in every case, with the excep-
tion of Loeations 2066 and 2067, on Group 49,
the settler will have a fair and reasonable
rhance of making good. On Group 36 it ig
proposed to transfer 19 settlers, leaving only
four, This land should not have heen selected
for settlement, and appears to me to be more
suitable for growing pines . .. The most
disappointing feature of my inspection was
that with the exception of the North Margaret
groups, ihe almost total failure of the Iast
sown subterranean clover.

My, William Forrest cannot be said to have
any party Mas so far as the present Gov-
ernment are concerned. He is a well-knownr
resident of Busselton, a member of the old
Forrest family, and perfectly competent to
give an opinion. I selected men to check
the country beecause I thought they under-
stood the subject and bad mno prejudices
either way. Their evidence does not sup-
port Sir James Miichell’s contention that
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the land was suitable. There is still another
gentteman who wili be recognised as being
thoroughly unbiassed, and who reporicd on
all the Busaelton areag. That is My, Hareld
Carter, of Marvbrook. He has been long
established there, and is a successful farmer,
The old advisory board turned to him for
advice, Either they asked the supervisos,
Mr. Pullen, who was then in charge, fo re-
commend someone to report, or else Mr.
Pullen asked the board to recommend some-
ong. On the 3rd February, 1927, Mr. Pul-
len wrote—

The disposal of the South Busselton hold-
ings is of such vast importance o the Stat:
and so much is involved, that I do most earn-
cetly urge that an officer and an outsider known
not only to the depaitment but also to the
public be appointed to inspect the holdings
and advise the committee. Mr. Harold Carter
of Marybrook, DBusselton, is a successful
farmer, a man of good repute and sound judg-
ment.  His advice would be listened te with
respect,

The old Loard appointed Mr. Carter, aml
Mr. Carter made an inspection, T shail
quote from his introductory remarks—

T am not a financier like my brother Tom
in Fremantle, only a hard working farmer, and
when I get bogged with my wagon and horses.
I try just one way and then another to ges my
wagon ont without unloading. It is just the
same with this group question and I would go
on, linking one, two, three and four blocks if

necessary, as it is no use trying to msake a
farmer unless he has some chance of success.

Mr, Carter, it will be seen, definitely staterl
at the outset the opinion which has heen my
opinion and poliecy. Bat as regards the land
he goes on to state—

A mistake hag been made, and the best thing
to do is to find a remedy. I would supgest
that the big drains be worked for all they are
worth even if more men have to be put on, and
get vour ground drpined hefore you atfemrt
to grow grasses and clovers on woter-logged
ground.

The Leader of the Opposition conlended
the other evening that the expenditure was
inereasing all the time. If the expenditure
has been extravagant, that resnlt is lavgely
due to the way in which the scheme was
based. As T have pointed out here pre-
viously, the seftlement of lan: hefore drain-
age had no resull, All the time the land
has been cultivated and sown and floaded out.
Of course moner was heing wasted year
after year, and ratorally there was hound
to be a great dei? of expenditure bnt this
loss can be laid at the door of the Admin-
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jstration responsible for the settlement. Ar.
Carter again sfated—

There arc so many groups linked up with
the dramage, and 1 canonot understand why all
these men were put on the wet land before it
was drained. The trouble now i8 to know what
to do with them before making a erash.

That was a few months hefore I became Min-
ister for Lands. He says, dealing with
Gronp 48—

IHere we have the same story, Every block
I imspected shows a waste of time. This
open wgt country should never have had a

penny spent on it. You can only link the loca-
tions together to get a retum.

He further
areas—

states, veporting on certain

All the eountry is poor, sandy country and
the cattle on Location 2310 are showing signs
of cripples. When linked and drained, a man
will have a chaunee to make a living,

Locations 2038 and 2059: On both pastures
there i3 nothing but fog and there is no chance
for n man to make a living wutil linked aud
drained.

Loeations 2060 and 2061: Nothing but
Yorkshire fog, and as soon as the maize and
millet are consumed, the stock will have nothing
to live on when it rains, The young grass will
come up and the stock will have nothing bui
sand.

Group 44: The locations I ingpected are all
plain, earrying salt and should never have been
taken up in the first place.

Locations 2131, ete. in group 40: I inspected
these locations on horseback. This plain coun:
try is what a farmer ealls ““the dead finish.**
T could carry all the maize on my pack, These
holdings should be linked uwp; they are all sc
backward with the drains, The country was
so wet last winter that the cattle are showing
signs of eripples. It is neariy all plain conntry
carrying sult. These plaing when drained wil
grow eouch and some day will be an asset, bui
to sax the single hlocks would carry a 20-cow
unit js an impossibility. 'The holdiegs I in-
apected should never have been developed,

I shall not waste any more time in quoting
these reports.  They serve to give the lic
direct to the statement that the land wa
suitable.

Mr, Teesdale: Is that at Busselton?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
Leader of the Opposition said that the lan/
was all right, the climate was all right an(
the settlers were all right. As I have alread)
stated, the obvions inference was that th
only thing wrong was the present adminis
tration. In consequence of that, I have show
the position from the reports. I have no
given the House my mere denial. I haw
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quoted from the reports of men who are
unbiassed and competent to express an
opinion. They have reported that the group
settlers have been placed on land that
should never have been taken wup in the
first instance. Sir James Mitchell said a few
pights ago—

My scheme has been departed from, muti-
lated and abandoned early.

What was the hon. member’s scheme? That
i« something 1 have been endeavouring to
find out. The Royal Commission appointed
to investigate group settlement matters re-
ported that there was ne scheme, They
looked for one, bui could not find it.

Mr. Lindsay: They could not find any-
thing of the sort

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I found
on the file a letter from Sir James Mitchell
to Mr. MclLarty, as general manager of
group settlement. I published that letter-
in some correspondence in the Press some
time ago, but T will read it to hon. members.
[t is dated 9th August, 1922, and reads—

T have looked into costs of farm-miking with
Mr. Richardson and have discusserd with Alre.
Anketell his side of the work. Both are kecn
to keep costs dowum, and hoth are eapable.
Costs must be kept dows, and every member

must help. The faet that they wnust repay the
costs must be made elear to them.

Sir James Mitehell went on to deal with
sustenance for the group settlers, and duties
on machinery, explosives and so on. Then
the letter proceeded—

Wo must deal with open country and look for
sueh land suitable for drainage, which is
cheaper than elearing. We have been dealing
with very heavily timbered country to date...
We must endeavour to geb our average co3t
down to £750.

Thi: is how Sir James Mitchell arrived at
that cost:—

Drainage, £100; buildings, £200;
elearing and planting, £150; fencing,
machinery, £50—total £750.

stock, £200;
£50; and

Mr., McLarty replied to that communication,
and in the course of his minute he said—

The results achicved to date, espeeially as
regards the work in the lower South-West, are
not such as to lead one to belicve that the
sottlement ecan be effected for anything like
As o matter of faet, the clearing costs
are so excessive that in all probability the
amount stated by you will be required for that
work alone. ‘The difficulty is aceentuated by
the Fact that we are placing men on the land
who are not only penniless hut inexperienced
as well. They have to be financed for every
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pemny of their requirements. The cost of
gverything is excessive, and it may be accepied
that to-day it is costing nearly 100 per cent.
more to settle a man than in pre-war times.
I't ig therefore quite impossible to fully estab-
lish a man for £750 where any clearing has to
be done. The heavy capitalisation involved in
establishing a man is a very gerious matter,
but cannot be avoided.

Mr. MeLarty proceeds to refer to open coun-
try, and said—

It wou'd certainly be advisable to operate
in this class of country, but I fear there is
very little available near existing railways
which is suitable for settlement. Practically
all our land is more or less heavily timbered,
and as a rule the plain country is of inferior
quality. 1t is also invariably waterlogged and
nseless until drained. Tn my opinien it would
he cheaper to buy partly improved land in the
upper South-West than to clear greem country
in the heavily timbered lower Sonth-West.

Mr. MeLarty put himself right in that minute
and le wrote from his experience. He knew
that Sir James Mitchell’'s proposal was im-
possible, and he krew the danger of the sand-
plain country. However, Sir James simply
went straight ahead, and I ascure the House
that the present Government is not going to
aecept the responsibility for the waste over
four or five years in the efforts made to de-
velop country that was not capable of de-
velopment under the scheme.

Mr. Davy: Is it not rather natural for us
to ask you why, if vou had all this informa-
tion when yon eame into office, you still went
an with it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not.

Mr. Davy: Well, your predecessor did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That will
not do! That is not the attitude of the
Leader of the Opposition who still insists
that the country is all right.

My, Davy: Buat that is my statement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition said the land was
all right, the elimatc was all right and the
settlers were all right, If that is the position,
it is reasonab'e to assume that had Sir James
Alitchell remained in office

The Premier: He would Lave gone on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
indefinitely, With all due respeet to that
hon. gentleman, T say that if he had gone on
indefinitely with the scheme, I do not think
TWostern Australia wonld have been able to
shoulder the burden.

My, Davy: You say that there was ne
«rheme, bot vet you have gone on with it!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
heen in office for 12 months only.
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My, Davy: But your predevessor went on
with it,

The Premier: The land had to be fested.
We could not put the settlers off straight
away.

Mr. Davy: The fact remains that you say
there was no scheme, but yet you went on
with it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We went
on with it as we found it, and that is what
we are repairing now, There is no evidence
apart from the letter I have quoted from the
files, to indicate that there was any scheme at
afl. I am certainly a little resentful of the
attitude of the Leader of the Opposition. T
know that the Leader of the Opposition has
been making that statement about the land,
the climate and the settlers when he has been
on the group settloments. He has also said
that if he had heen left in office, and if his
scheme had been gone with, things wounld
have been all right. That is not a fair way
to represent the question. The Leader of
the Opposition 1s responsible for all the waste
and ‘loss, more se than any other person
If he is fair, he wil] be fairly dealt with. We
should not make group settlement matters
the subject of party polities. It is too im-
portant; it is too big: the responsibility that
has to be shouldered by the people of this
State iz too huge, Sir James Mitchell’s pro-
gramme provided that after 23 acres on a
bloek had been eleared up, the settler would
he established and off the scheme.

Hon. W. J. George: Are there no papers
setting out that point? Is there not a pam-
phlet dealing with it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, there
is a pamphlet relating to the Peel Estate.

Hon. W. J. George: T am not referring to
that one. Ts there not a pamphlet dealing
with the scheme at its origin?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
so, and I ean remember the statement in
which that appeared. At any rate, Sir James
Mitchell ealeulated that after 25 acres had
been cleared, a settler would he established.

Hon. W. J. George: But Sir James
Mitchell must have set that out somewhere.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: He did.

Hon. W. J. George: Well, where was it
set out?

Mr. Lindsay: That appears in his secheme.

Mr. Mann: Then if is on record; that is
the point.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Certainly
it is on record. It will be found in the
proposition that was put up to the British
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and Commonwealth Govermments and it also
appears in the agreement.

Mr. Lindsay: There is no doubt about
that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the only schemte that I can find, plus the
instruetions to Mr. MeLarty.

Mr, Lindsay: That is what we agreed to
do for £1,000,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Every-
one knows that if the settlers had been put
off the scheme after 25 acres on their blocks
had been cleaned up, there would not be
one settler left to-day. I have already
peinted out that 25 acres have produced
nothing in many instances. Thers are some
blocks where there are 100 acres cleared to-
day and earrying but a few head of stoek.
Part of our troubles is that we have to find
work for men who, if their progress had de-
pended merely upon the clearing of the hold-
ings and sowing them with pastures, should
have been established long ago. On the con-
trary, they have arrived at a stage when
they find that their blocks cannot produce
suflictent to sustain them and they have to
look for work elsewhere. Let hon. members
consider the position of the Peel Estate.
There are some settlers there with 15 cows
and large acrveages cleared. Yet they ean-
not live on the holdings. Only thig week the
supervisor suggested that those men should
be employed cutting firewood to enable them
to keep going.

Mr. Lindsay: And they have 15 cows!

Mr, Mann: Do you not find that the per-
sonal equation has something to do with it?

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: But the
Leader of the Oppaosition said that the men
are all right

Mr. Mann: But do youn not find that what
I suggest does apply?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am not
attempting to discuss that phase,

Mr. Davy: But T thought you said youn
were going to discuss this matfer as a non-
party question! Surely that is a fair ques-
tion!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
replying to the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition regarding the land. I say
that there is mo person in Western Aus-
tralia who could make a suecess of some of
the group settlement areas,

Mr. Lindsay: It could not be done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T wil
not blame any individual until his holding
is such that it will give him a chance. That
is when the personal equation will come in.
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I\IF. Davy: What is your explanation re-
garding the men who have 15 cows?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Prob-
ably some of their holdings have been
flooded. Their pastures may have been de-
stroyed. As the member for Murray-Wel-
lington (Hon. W. J. George) knows, even
before the holdings were flooded, the men
on the Peel Estate were telling us that they
could not possibly make a living on their
holdings. They made requests to the Gov-
ernment for employment that would give
them a few extra pounnds.

Hon, W, J. George: If they have 15 cows,
and merely want a little help, they will not
chuek up their holdings.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
should not do so. They pay no rent and no
interest, except on the cost of stock and
equipment, They are relieved from the pay-
ment of interest on the capital cost of the
holding and any man in that position with
15 cows would be foolish to throw up his
holding at the first hurdle. If settlers in
the early days had done that, there would be
no settlement in this country at all. If
tho settlers have any vision, they must
know that the longer they hold on, the bet-
ter their prospects will be and that it will
be to their advantage G0 hold on.
8ir James Mitchell said in the proposal that
he submitted to the British Government, that
after 25 acres had been cleared and a house
erected, and the equipment provided, the
farm was then in the produeing stage. But
much of it had produced nothing. The coun-
try in many cases has been too poor or too
wet to respond. For years it was undrained
and waterlogged. Seed and manure were
put into the ground and washed out again,
season after season. This ocenrred when the
Leader of the Opposition was in office. Yet
he calmly says he cannot take the blame for
the millions expended since he left office. Tf
one Government create settlement on impos-
sible eonditions, and another party has to
come in after them and take over the work,
how ridieulons fo say that the Government
which inangurated the scheme is not respon-
sible for disasters as a result of the initjal
mistakes in settlement. I do not propose to
accept such responsibility. My difficulties in
this secheme are sufficiently great, withont
there being thrust upon me a responsibility
not of my own making, In addition to
other troubles, settlers have been leaving all
the time. It must be remembered that there
have been 4,344 settlers on 2,400 loeations.
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The scheme was being utilised as an immigra-
tion system. When one settler left, a new
and unexperienced settler was put in his
place. It was the same old thing over and
over again. Many of the settlers had never
been taught. They bad no experience. Ina
scheme of this eharacter, largely experimen-
tal, there must necessarily have been a great
deal of waste and extravagance. It counld
not be otherwise, for new settlers have to be
taught and sustained and trained to their
work. I want to say also that for successive
years the areas have been re-ploughed, re-
sown and re-fertilised, and still we were not
able to take enough off it for paying for the
cost of harvesting. I said the other night
that Sir James Mitchell had never eriticised
Mr. Angwin’s administration. I bave had
“Hansard” searched over all the period that
Mr. Angwin was administering the group
settlements, and I can find no evidence of Sir
James Mitchell ever criticising Mr. Angwin's
methods. If he had done so it would have
been decidedly ungenerous; for Mr. Angwin
was always generous to Sir James Mitchell,
and when he took on the group settlement
scheme he used his best endeavours to make
of it a success. So althouch Mr. Angwin is
15,000 miles away, I de not think any mem-
ber of the House will agree with Sir James
Mitehell if he attemptis to eriticise Mr. Ang-
win’s administration. Sir James Mitchell
said the original scheme was abandoned, and
a mueh more expensive one adopted. I have
heard that statement repeated on the group
settlements also. Sir James Mitchell said he
had never heen invited to visit the group
settlements. Yet I know that he spent a
considerable time there. But I have never
heard of any statements he made down
there to assist me; rather were the siate-
ments he made calculated to embarrass me.
I diseovered that he had been o Manjimup
and Northeliffe and Busselton, but I found
no evidence of any attempt on his part to
help me. On the other hand I found a lot of
statements cirenlated about the ridienlous
and foolish things we were doing, and to the
effect that his original scheme had been de-
parted from. I have inquired into some of
the statements made by him and by his sup-
porters, statements that were not in the
slightest degree justified.

Mr. Davy: There is no oceasion to attack
bim in his absence for remarks that others
have made,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said he
had been down to the group settlements.
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Mr. Davy: You also said you discovered
he had been there. Anyone would think he
had sneaked down there,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He said
he had never been invited to the group settle-
ments. I travelled through the Manjimup
area after he had been down there, and [
found that he was not out to help mse, but
rather to embarrass me.

Mr. Teesdale: Nobody could say that he

is very aggressive or offensive,
_ The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He hag
shown considerable resentment in this busi-
ness. I do not know why. In my firsi
speech after becoming Minister for Lands 1
made no attack whatever on him. . I felt
that he could afford to be perfectly philo-
sophical. He could say, “I am not in office.
Nobody will blame me, It is my scheme,
but these people in the meantime will have
to take all the blame. It cannot react on
me. Years hence, when the scheme is sue-
eessful, my name will be associated with it,
and I shall get all the credit.” He could be
perfectly philosophical about the position.
If he wants to help me, I shall be glad to
have his help. But he has shown eonsider-
able resentment. This Government have
attempted to reconstruet the scheme, and I
am sure that if Sir James Mifchell were in
office now he, too, would find it necessary to
reconstruet if.

Mr, Teesdale: He is the last man to accuse
of heing offensive. It is against his very
nature. He bhas lost his position through
not being aggressive or insulting enough.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
would the hon. member say if he were ad-
wministering the department and the orgin-
ator of the scheme declared to him “The
land is all right; the settler is all right; the
climate is all right,” The only interpreta-
tion is that, obviously, the administration is
all wrong.

Mr. Teesdale: T would not take it to re-
fleet on the administration. He was always
optimistie about everything.

Mr, Davy: Anyhow, there have been a
lot of mistakes in the adminisfration; not
by Ministers, but by subordinate adminis-
trators.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
why say the land was all right?

The Premier: The basic difficulty under-
lying the failure is the land.

" Mr. Davy: Did Sir James Mitchell seleet
the land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Royal Commission in its report states that
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because of the great number of settlers com-
ing to this country in haste, there was no
option but to put them on this land. Even
My, Brockman said he never would hawe
pubt them on some of the land had there
been time to get other land. Sir James Mit-
chell has said the original scheme was aban-
doned and a muech more expensive one
adopted. He also said that up fo the 30th
June, 1924, when he left office £1,050,000
had been spent, and that between June, 1924,
and June, 1927, £3,645,000 was spent, What
are the facts? Up to the 30th June, 1924,
£1,213,000 was spent, and up to the 30th
June, 1927, £4,627,000 was spent. Sir James
Mitehell stated in the “West Australian”
that up to the 7th April, 1924, less than a
million pounds was expended on group
blocks, and that a great deal of the work
necessary to open up the groups had been
done. What are the facts? When 8ir
James Mitchell left office the area cleared
was 21,000 geres, 1 have not the figures
showing how much was cleared when Mr.
Angwin left office, but in this last year the
area cleared was 96,386 acres, or four times
as much as when Sir James Mitchell left
office. When Sir James Mitchell left office
the area sown was 11,900 acves, and when
Mr. Angwin left office it was 60,621 acres,
or five times as much. When Sir James
Mitchell left office 1,140 cottages had been
erected, and when Mr. Angwin left office the
number had increased to 2,132, or twice as
many. When Sir James Mitchell left office
no dairy buildings had been erected, but
when Mr. Angwin left office 1,811 of these
struetures were in position. When Sir
James Mitchell Jeft office only 20 cows were
on the groups, bui when Mr. Angwin left
office there were 6,402 cows on the groups
and 990 unallotted. When Sir James Mit-
chell left office there were no bulls on the
groups, nor were there any heifers, but
when Mr. Angwin left office there were 186
bulls on the groups, 54 unallotted, 3,464
heifers on the groups, and 421 unallotted.
When Sir James Mitchell left office no horses
had been purchased for the settlers, but when
Mr. Angwin left office 2,289 horses had been
purchased.

Hon. W. J. George: There were horses on
the Peel Estate when Sir James Mitchell
left office.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: But
ther were Government horses. No horses
had been purchased for the settlers.
When Sir James Miichell left office,
no groups had been cquipped with
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plant, but at June, 1928, the value of
equipment on the groups was £130,000.
Yet 8ir James Miichell said that much of the
work had been done. The figures 1 have
quoted show that the work had hardly been
started. However, it is futile to make com-
parisons between the expenditure up to the
time Sir James Mitche!l left office and the
expenditure when Mr, Angwin left office, for
Mr. Angwin’s administration repeatedly had
to plough and sow the area cleared when Sir
James Mitchell left office. The work had to
he done over and over again. Now Sir James
Mitchell says, “We can go into the history of
group settlement later on, and we can then
apportion the blame.” That is what makes
me resentful, for the place in which to ap-
portion the blame, if the blame must he
apportioned, is now and in this House. T
am prepared to stand here and take my
responsibility, but it 1s unfair for any mem-
ber to say we can go into the history of
group settlement later on, and we ean then
apportion the blame, for he is shirking the re-
sponsibility if he does not apportion the
blame here now. He can do it either in this
House or in the other House. But I am sure
he proposes to apportion the blame at the
general elections, in the heat of the confliet,
when the appeal is made to prejudice and
party polities. Tf the hon. member wants to
apportion the blame, he ean move a motion
here, for this House is where the hlame should
be apportioned. This is the place where it
ought to be disenssed.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are not issuing a
challenge, are you?

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: I am
taking up Sir James Mitchell’s challenge. I
know what will be done: in a general elee-
tion, in the heat of party ecenfliet and
prejudice, Sir James Mitchell will say, *Tt
is not my scheme; they spoilt my scheme.”

Mr. Teesdale: Yon will not be missing
when that is going on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But I
will not have the Press with me.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, won't vou? Oh, jump-
ing Moses, the Press!

Mr. Davy: If there is one man who has a
reputation for heing politieally fair, it is Sir
James Mitchell.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition spoke of appor-
tioning the hlame, and in his speech he did
his best to pot the blame on the present
administration.

Mr. Davy: But he was defending himself.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FPOR LANDS: He has
never been attacked.

Mr. Davy: Of course he has.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition is the only speaker
who has maide sueh statements in the House,
and I am not going to allow it to go out fo
the country that if his scheme had been
carried on it wounld have been all right, but
that we have destroyed it. The Leader of
the Opposition also said—

I understand that £698 was spent om each
group settler last year, and I do not think
any of them received £200 worth. I want to

know from the Minister where the money has
gone.

I shall give the hon. memher the faets. T
have had the expenditure on gronp settlement
dissected for the vear ended the 30th June,
1927, Instead of the expenditure per group
settler being £698, it was £615, The Leader
of the Opposition went on to say that he had
seen one account the other dayv and the man
was charged £308 for overhead expenses—
supervision, really. The £615 was not spent
on the settler in the way of being actually
handed to him. It was spent on the scheme
and charged to the scheme. The interest
on the scheme amounted to £233,345, which
was £114 per settler. The sustenance to the
seftler and his sons amounted to £528,000,
or £238 per settler, The expenditure on cot-
tages erected amounted to £92,340, or £45 per
settler: the expenditure for stock and plant
was £81,173, or £40 per seitler: while the
average per sebtler for seed and manure
was £33 and for foremen’s wages, fodder,
freights, general wages, carting, tools and
plant, snpervision and sundries it was £91.
The Leader of the Opposition knows per-
fectly well that the £698 quoted by him—
the amount was incorrect because it was
£615—was not money paid to the settler.
He understood the facts and could have ob-
tained the correct figures easily. The amount
included the whole of the expenditure on
group settlemeut and was the average per
settler. The Leader of the Opposition stated
that he had seen one account in which the
man was charged £308 for overhead ex-
pensee—supervision really. I questioned
whether he was able to obtain such infor-
mation, but I do remember that a settler
named Richmond from Maunjimup came to
the board and asked for particulars of his
capitalisation, The hoard asked me whether
the particulars should be supplied, and T
replied, “Certainly.” 1 am sure those are
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the figures that Sir James Mitchell saw,
because he was at Manjimup a while ago
and the man concerned is in that locality.
There is no charge shown for supervision
only. Mr. Richmond is on Group 10 and has
a very fine location. If there was one
Joeation which struck me as being really
splendid, it was this one, and Mr. Richmond
should feel happily placed in group settle-
ment, The total expenditure on his block
amounts to £2,431 12s. 7d. and it is made up
of sustenanee, which he received personally,
£516; explosives used in the development of
his property, £103; engine pulling, £46;
buildings, inecluding cottage and dairy,
£298; netting, £32; wire, £50; seed, £61;
manure, £69; overhead, £308 14s, 1d.; con-
tract, £487; proportion of interest, £438. Sir
James Mitchell quoted the exact figure of
£308.

Hon, W. J. George: What ix the over-
head ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr
Richmond could have got from the depart-
ment just what the overhead expenses meant.
Here are the items—Fodder supplies for
gronp horses, £96 1s. 8a.; freights, £10 13s.
4d; general wages, £31 1Js. 4d.; horse hirg,
£17 11s.; tools and plant, £22 6s. 5d.; sun-
dries, £19 8s. 4d.; supervision, £56 1s. 5d.
The other night, however, Sir James Mit-
chell said that supervision had amounted to
£308.

Mr. Teesdale: Would the department
¢all those items overhead expenses?

Mr. Davy: “Overhead” is a most extra-
ordinary name to give all those items,

The ;MINISTER FOR LAXDS: It wmay
be.

Mr. Davy: Well, it is.

Mz, Teesdrle: And wages paid to him-
self!

The MINTRTER FOR [LAXDS: No: gen-
eral wages charged agninst the groups, FEven
s0 Mr. Richmond counld have azked the ne-
countant to tell him what the overhead ex-
penses consisted of,

Hon. W. J. George: But overhead charges
usually mean head office charges.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The re-
maining items inelude insurance £13, and
potato crop, oate, maize, pigs ete., bring the
total to £308.

Mr. Teesdale: It is absurd to includo
those in overhead charges.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
concerned with that; I am concerned about
the faets.

Mr. Davy: You cannof complain if peo-
ple are misled by such items.

Mr. Teesdale: You would be misled,
too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
statement did not say, “supervision,”

Mr. Davy: You said, “overhead,” which
means the same thing.

Mr. Teesdale: And you included wages
paid to himself.

Hon. W. J. George: If those particulars
had been given to the settlers there would
not be the discontent that exists to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Every
setiler who has asked for a statement has
received it.

Hon. W. J. George:; But if the state-
ment showed £308 overhead, he would take
it as being an office charge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Asa
matter of fact, Mr. Richinond called at the
office and got all he asked for. All he had
to do was to ask the accountant what the
overhead cost included. He may have got
the particulars; I am not aware that he did
not,

Hon, W. J, George:; I do nof think he
did, because I have had a similar complaint
myself.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
members realise the facts, they will find that
there is not much ground for the complain.

Mr. Lindsay: You always show the
figures in that way. T myself have ex-
perienced trouble on the same account.

Hon. W. J. Gearge: It is quite right that
1 have gol similar particolars myself, as you
know.

The MINTSTER I'OR [LANDS: I would
not be surprised if supervision had been
more costly. The scherne largely was experi-
mental, the country was experimental, the de-
velopment was largely experimental. The
administration was blindly groping in the
dark. There was tremendous expenditure on
drainage, which ias not yet heen successful.
If members take those factors together, un-
suitable country and unprofitable experi-
ments, and the fact that no results have heen
obtained year after year, they must realize
that the expenditure would be great. My
only surprise is that the supervision has not
beon more costly. The Leader of the Op-
position also said that everything was all

The
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right when he left office. From that state-
ment one would inagine that there was gen-
erzl contentment among the group settlers.
Yet during the short time he was in office
no fewer than 686 settlers left the groups.
There was no reason for their leaving; there
was no problem; they were largely on sus
tenance.

The Premier: Entirely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so. Yet everything was so satisfactory thar
G8G settlers leit the groups during the short
period that Sir James Mitchel) continuned in
office atter initiating the scheme

Hon. W. J. George: A\ large number
might have found ihat they were not suited
for the work.

The MINISTER FOR LAKDS: If that is
g0, how can the Leader of the Opposition
contend that the men were all right? If
the men were all right, how came 686 to
leave?

Hon, G, Taylor: After all those who were
dissatisfied had left, there were not many
remaining to make a noise.

Mr. Lindsay: More were always arriving
to take their places,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Settlers
have been leaving the groups every month.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will continue to do
s0.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
have been 4,344 seitlers on the groups and
some thousands have left. Unhappily a fair
number of the uremployed in Perth are ex-
group setilers, and L have quite a number ot
appheations from: mzn who are desirous of
gelling back un to the groups again. A con-
giderable number left the groups during
Mr. Angwin’s administration, a total of
1,554, about the same quota annually that
left while Si: James Mitchell was in office.
During last year 407 left the groups. Set-
tlers are always leaving. Some find that
the work does not suit them; some are dis-
satisfied with the conditions, That will con-
tinue until the scheme is soundly based and
until settlers are content to stick to it and
work out their own destiny. The Leader of
the Opposition also said that settlers have
not got sufficient stock. What has been the
experience of the past? We have been re-
possessing stock year after year. Last year
we repossessed on the Peel Estate alone many
bead of stoek. A settler can carry a fair
pumber of stock for a few months while
the feed is good, and then we have had to

[ASSEMBLY.]

repossess them; otherwise the stock would
die of starvation.

Hon. W. J. George: You must either do
that or supply fodder.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes; we
bave repossesed the stock. The number of
stock repossessed from the Peel Estate alone
amounts to 1,402 cows and 807 heifers, We
have a large number of stock in the variouns
depots at present. We have depots at
Brunswick, Upper Capel, Maranalgo amd
Avondale, and we have a few head of stock
on the eoasthills of the Peel Estate also. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Barnard) said last
evening that we bad put stock on to holdings
after they had been abandoned. He tried to
convey the impression that such locations
shonld not have been abandoned becaunse
stock was put on them afterwards. Though
those locations would not maintain a settler,
we would be stupid if we did not utilise
the feed on them when it was available, Con-
sequenily we utilized them in that way. We
have isken stock from one holding to an-
other to eat up the feed as they went along,
but tbat does not indicate that a loeation is
suitable for a setfler. I have no doubt that
stock were rut on munch of the eountry too
early.

My, Lindsay: That is quite correet,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And that
did the scheme no gond. This year the
officials report that the settlers require a fair
number of stoek, They have said that almost
every vear. They have said the settlers will
want a lot of stork this spring, but experi-
ence has shown that beyond the flush period
of the spring and early summer they have
not carried the stoek. Tt migiht be said that
we have not put on all the stock that could
be earried, but I think common sense indi-
cates that we ought to have regard for the
fature, and before we start pushing stock on
to a settler we ought to be satisfied that his
holding can earry them. If we give a settler
stock that his holding ecannot carry, the stoek
must deteriorate from starvation. We should
wait until the feed grows and until there i3
sufficient feed to carry the stock the whole
vear. The holding should not be stocked
beyond its capaeity. More stock may be
carried this spring. But we know that
we should not purchase ecattle and put
thems upon these areas until we are sure
they can ecarry stock, otherwise we shall
have to repossess the cattle and depasture
them at the expense of the State at the vari-
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ous depots. As a result of starvation in the
past, the progeny of high-class bulls turns
out to be of no account at all. We have
sown large areas of country every year, but
have not had the anticipated results. Up to
last year 22,480 acres of land were sown with
grasses on the Peel Estate. Up to this year
on the retained holdings we have sown 14,006
acres, and of this only 7,000 acres have pro-
duced pastures, while 7,000 acres have failed.
I cannot hope, as a result of these failures,
that the Peel Estate will carry many more
stock, The same thing has happened to a
lesser cxtent this year in the Margaret River
district. Last year, much of the subterranean
clover failed. It certainly germinated but
went yellow and died off. 'We have been try-
ing to diseover the reason for this. It may
be due to the acid in the soil, consequent
upon the growth of the heavy timber that has
been carried for centuries. When I was at
Busselton on the last occasion the supervisor
told me that the subferranean clover again
showed signs of failure. Can we be held
responsible for this expenditure on an en-
deavour to secure pastures that are abso-
lutely necessary if the development is to
proceed, but which resalts in nothing? Until
we elucidate the problems in this experi-
mental country, no one has a right to say
that the attempts made to get pasture have
resulted in extravagant expenditure.

Hon. W. J. George: Sublerranean clover
is growing magnifieently at Serpentine on
land of the same quality as the Peel Estale
tand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not of
the same qunality as some of the Peel Estate
land. It has grown magnificently on some of
the areas on the 1’eel Estate, and were it not
for the frequent floodings we ought to have
been able to get through. The settler would
thus have heen able to stand on his own re-
sources, and with the proximity to markets to
bhave been able to make a living. On some
of the holdings which have heen completely
developed the settlers eannot be economie-
ally employed and they must work elge-
where in order to obtain a living. On the
Peel Estate there is at least amongst other
highly developed locations one area of 80
aeres all elenned up, another of 150 acres
and another of 136 acres. We have thus got
far beyound the 25-acre stage, and yet these
settlers are able to carry only from four
tc seven cows. On one area of 160 acres
only two cows are being carried, and on
another of 130 only two cows.
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Mr. Davy: Tg that all this land is able
to carry?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tue
supervisor came to me last March and said
that the stockman was repossessing stock on
the Peel Estate. I asked if they could not
possibly be carried and he replied that he
did not think so. I saw the foreman on
the following Sunday, and he took me
round and gave the reasons why the stoek
should be repossessed. He explained to me
that if we did not repossess the stock very
shortly, we would have to repossess starving
stock, feed them, and attempt to build
their condition np again.

Mr. Davy: Do yon mean that 100 aecres
1aid down in pasture will not feed two
head of cattle?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
are the facts as given to me.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then the carvyieg eap-
acity is two beasts to 100 acres?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
There has been a great deal of flooding, and
some of the grasses have never germinated.
I have had it put up to me that there are
s0 many hundreds of acres of pasture sown
on the Peel Estate. The acreage is there
all right, but there has been mno pasture.
It has either been flooded out or in many
cases the seed has mever germinated. In
the circumstances it is not to be wondered
al that there has been a great amount of
expenditure, which could not be avoided.
The eanses are o some extent the flooding
of the pastures in the winter months, and
the subsequent failure of the pastures.
These groups were established between
Septeraber, 1922, and Augnst, 1923.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is this the first year
when they have been flooded.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
had them flooded every year.

The Premier: The flooding has been
very bad this year.

Mr. Teesdale: I mean since the beginning.

The Premier: The land is flooded every
vear. The drainage is not a suceess.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One of
our best areas is at Manjimup. The holdings
are small and some fully developed, but the
pastures are not sufficient ag yet to carry
15 eows to the holding, Oniy in excepfional
areas is it possible to establish pastures in
one or two years. It fakes time to de that,
and these have to be built up over a term of
vears. I never thought we should be able

These
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to establish the pastures in three or four
years. We cannot put stock upon these
areas before the ecountry ean maintain
them,

The Premier:
pastures,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It wonld
be a retrograde poliey to stock the holdings
tefore they were ready. Members will per-
haps be able now to appreciate some of the
difficulties confronting the administration
of the scheme. The drainage at the Peel
estate has cost in the vieinity of half a
million pounds.

Mr. Teesdale: Have the engineers ex-
plained the defeets which have oceurred?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hy-
draulic engineer has sent in a report to the
Engineer-in-Chief, and the file came under
my notice a few days ago. The engineers
now suggest a new scheme.

The Premier: They require another large
snm of money.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
want £130,000.

The Premier: They asked me last year
for £25,000 a year for maintenance.

Mr. Davy: What have you done with
the engineers who devised this scheme?

The Premier: They have gons, too. The
Lord save Governments from engineers.

Mr. Teesdale: No one conld hold the
Premier responsible for the drainage. That
iz far removed from his sphere.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Pub-
lie Works Department have suggested a
new scheme to cast £130,000.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the Treasurer is
still smiling.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: This
scheme is one for the diversion of the water
in a westerly direction, towards the ocean,
instend of south towards Mandurah.

Hon. W. J. George: Are they going to
pump the water into the sea?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Neither
ithe number of holdings nor the quality of
the land I am afraid justifies such an ex-
penditure.

Mr. Mann: At the present time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the problem. I do not know if the Treas-
urer would like to find £130,000 in addition
to the half million already expended.

The Premier: We were assured that the
previous expenditure was the last word.
Now there is more than another £100,000

They will eat out the

They
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wanted.  The engineers are asking for
423,000 a vear for the maintenance of the
drains alone.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
had te remove some of the settlers because
ot the lack of drainage. It is rather hope-
loss to expeet people to make a living in
places where they are flooded out year after
year. I am hopefu] that the drainage at
Russelton will prove very successful. It will
mprove the country very much. The orig-
inal cost was estimated at £205,060, The
expenditure to date has heen only £140,000
and the estimated cost fo complete the
scheme is £19,000. We are draining some
more country down there. Undoubtedly
this drainage will add to the capital cost of
the groups, and 1 do not think they will
carry it. Other settlers will also get an
sdvantage from the drainage of the land.

Hon. G. Taylor: But they are not pay-
ing for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
proposed that there should be a drainage
secheme for Northcliffe, but that aren was
abandoned. The country was under water
1or a greater part of the year. Tt has been
said that the rchate or interest concession
will recoup us for all losses on group settle-
ment. I have had an estimate made, and I
think members should understand the posi-
tion. For the first five vears interest is pay-
able at 1 per cent. by the State, and for the
next five years at one-third of the interest
rate. There are 1,685 farms which earry an
interest concession up to £1,000, but on all
expenditure in excess of £1,000 the whaole
interest must be borne by the State. Eighty-
one farms earry an interest concession on
£1,500, and the total expenditure on which
the interest econcession will be given is
£1,806,000. The total interest eoncession
over the 10 years will amount to £700,000.
In addition there is a concession for losses
on stock, but this applies only to losses of
stock on holdings held by migrants. A sum
of £125 per migrant is allowed provided the
amount is not in a greater proportion than
£20,000 for every £750,000 expended. We
antieipate that on the 1.623 migrants the
State will get a total interest concession for
loss of stock and equipment amounting to
£202,875. The tota} interest ¢oncession would
therefore amount to £922,891,

The Premier: Spread over the 10 years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. On
all the expenditure over £1,000, and £1,500
per loeation (and the expenditure far ex-
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ceeds that amount), the State has to earry
the full .responshbility and find the full
rate of interest.

The Premier: That explains a good deal
regarding the interest figures the member for
West Perth was speaking about. On four-
fifths of the money we pay the full rate of
interest, not the lower rate.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: On the
Peel Estate the expenditure for 185 settlers,
including everything, amounts to £2,134,000,
I cannot say when that expenditure will
cease. Much depends upon whether we get
the production and satisfactory drainage.
The Leader of the Opposition criticised the
premiums paid by the group settlement
scheme under the Workers’ Compensation
Act as being excessive,

Mr. Davy: He said they looked a hit =x-
cessive,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I will
quote his reference—

The Auditor General reports that for work-
ers’ compensation all Government departments
pay £37395 nand State trading concerns
£0.962, while group settlements pay £15,476.
Probably there are 2,000 group settiers and I
suppose they earn £200 a year cach, which
would give a total of £400,000. The payment
to the Workers’ Compensation Act Fund on ac-
count of group settlements means that pro-
vision has been made at the rate of about four
per cent. Surely there is something wrong in
that.

Well, T will give the facts. The payment of
£15476 for the year 1926-27, represented as
constituting a payment of four per ecent. on
£400,000, does not represent the premium for
the year at all, but includes arrears for the
previous year. The payment made for 1925-
26 was £5,136, and for 1926-27, £15,476, or
an average for the two years of £10,306.
Advances to settlers and allowances for sus-
tenance approximate £500,000 annnally for
these years. So the premium rate was two
per cent, Af first the rate per settler was
£4, which increased in July of 1926 to £5.
In 1927-28 the premium per settler was in-
creased to £8, and was also charged in
respect of seftlers’ sons employed. The total
premiums for 1927-28 were £11,234 on ad-
vances for sustenance of £370,000—equal to
3 per cent. The payments by the Govern-
ment Actnary for 1927-28 totalled £14,000.
The Premier : The rate, moreover, was
lower than that charged by the companies.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Until the
reconstruction was completed, the policy of
putting a settler on his own responsibility
could not be attempted. It was impossible
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to expect resulty where the pastures had
failed. 1t wounld be utterly wrong to blame
the settler for conditions on his holding over
which be had no control. But the recon-
struction has to a goreat extent resvlted in
the abandonment of poor country, and by
linking up the settler has got better condi-
tions. If, as has been said by Sir James
Mitchell, the country was all right in the past,
how much betier is the settler situated when
the poorer country has been eliminated! He
ought to be on a much better wicket then. I
said in my opening remarks that some of the
areas were yeif rather small, but T am sure
the settlers are now on a sounder basis than
they have ever been. Having done so much
for the settler, we are now entitled to look
to the settler to do something for himself.
Up to date the State has paid for every
farming operation on the groups. Now that
the settler has a larger acreage and his coun-
try is capable of carrving additional steck,
we think farming operations should be paid
for by the settler. Therefore, it is proposed
at an earlly date to eapitalise the holdings,
and this is a matter which may yet come
before Parliament. Until the holding is
eapitalised, no settler will be content to carry
on upon his own responsibility; he will want
to know what burden he is going fo carry.
Naturally T anticipate that there will have to
be some considerable writing down. When
the settler carries ten cows, he will be off the
scheme and will have to finance his own
farming operations. Contracts will be given
to increase the security under Agrienltural
Bank conditions; hut whether they will he
given by the Agrieultural Bank or by the
Board of Control has vet to be determined.
The department will, wherever possible,
assist the seftler with stoek unti! he reaches
the 15-cow sfage: and it is hoped that a
considerahle number will reach the 10-cow
stage this spring. (On 35 holdings 15 cows
are now heing carried, and on 93 holdines
fen eows. We are hopeful that this eoming
spring 168 holdings will carry 15 cows, and
283 holdings ten cows. Thus, if our hopes
are realised, the scheme ought to be making
rapid progress towards ultimate success. I
hope that that desirability is in sight. T do
not contemplate that the change to be effected
will be accomplished withont difficnity. I
know it is possible that some settlers will
say that they ecannot live under those condi-
tions. No doubt the statement will then be
made that those settlers have been foreed ofl
their holdings by the administration. How-
ever, I think eversbody in the country recog-
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nises that tbe position must be faced, and
that after all these years something should
be done to establish the settlers permanently.
The present system of the Government pay-
ing for everything has, in my opinion, been
demoralising. It has not been good for the
settler and has not been good for the coun-
try. In the development of the new territory
which is to be opened up we hope to avoid
the mistakes of the past. I feel convinced
that if the group settlers face the future with
a good heaxrt, as settlers have hitherto dome
in Australia, they will come through in a
few years with fine homes and established
properties. They hdve had unstinted sup-
port from the taxpayer; they have had the
sustained interest and sympathy of all Gov-
ernments; they have had what the early
settlers did not have, a market provided at
their doors. It is my opinion that whilst
probably some settlers will leave the groups,
still a great numher will weleome the change.
Some have written to me expressing gratifi-
cation at the proposed change, and those
settlers who show a proper spirit will have
the support of the administration and of
Parliament also. T shall conclude my re-
marks by a reference to the eriticisms uttered
by the member for Sussex (Mr. Barnard)
last night. The hon. member made a few
eomplaints, all of which I have heard before.
There is a reasonable explanation for every
one of them. The hon. member stated that
one seftler with a hundred aeres cleared had
only suflicient pasture {o carry a few cows
and was afraid he would not he able to carry
on. Regarding this settler Mr. Barnard said
the settler has been told that if he cannot
do so, be will have to leave the block. I
maintain that if that man’s block bad been
worked, and pasture provided and less ¢lear-
ing done, the capitalisation of the block
would not have been so heavy and the man
would be in a much better position to-day,
It is said that while a lot of mon

has been spent, much has been wasted,
It may be so; I do not Imow what
had been done in the past but one
hundred acres were eleared, and why?
Beecause no acreage previously cleared
would maintain the settler. To maintain the
settler until the grasses grew he had been
provided with more clearing, That, I think,
is the only answer to the eriticism, A hun-
dred acres will not sustain the settler, so
what are we to do? Either he raust look
for some other onportunity, or more money
must he wasted, to use the expression of
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Mr. Barnard, in additional clearing. That
sottler has 102 ucres cleared, and he has
made good earnmgs. I think I know the
gentleman. 1 believe I have ealled at his
place, where he had a nice home and a very
nice little motor car,

Mr. Lindsay: Piece workers at Busselton
have made up to £70 in a month,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
made hig money on contracts. However,
that could not gv on indefinitely. Anyhow,
if I give ear to the criticism of the member
for Sussex, I must not go on letting the set-
iler waste more money on elearing land.
The seftler must give his attention now to
farming. The other case is the case of Mr.
Teale. It was ctated by the member for
Sussex that Mr. Teale was foreced off his
block, though making considerable progress;
and the hon. member stated that he had con-
demned Mr. Teale’s holding. He mentioned
the case as evidence that the reclassification
was unsatisfactory. What are the faets?
Mr. Teale’s holding was condemned. He is
a very good farmer, one of the best farmers
I have met in this group country. However,
he had three holdings, I think, and they are
all condemned. e was transferred to Kar-
ridale, and after he got there he was told
by sowme people that the place was no good.
So he returned to his former location, despite
the wishes of the administration. A lot of
money has been spent on his propery—I
think over £4,000—with very little result.
The department are not disposed to
spend any more money on it. When
he eame back we said in effect to him,
“Ar. Teale, that is your holding, which we
have developed far beyond anything ever con-
templated when the scheme was launched.
You say it is all right. We say, ‘Very well,
go on, but we propose to expend no more
money on it.” We gave bim the alternative.
Mr. Teale got no further assistance. Early
in the year Mr. Mann, M.L.C., came to see
the board about Mr. Teale’s position, He
said Mr. Teale had a fine bloek, with a fine
crop of maize, a fine hay stack, and had
made great progress on the place. When I
saw Mr. Teale’s land, T was not impressed
by it. He said in a letter to Mr. Mann that
from cream he had made £31 in one year,
£61 the next year, and £150 4s. 8d, the fol-
lowing year. I made it my business to see
Mr. Teale personally, I saw the field of maize,
and the alleged 25 tons of hay; and I felt
sure that I would hear more about Mr.
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Teale’s case. As a result I took a sample of
hig hay, and I now produce that sample to
the House. Most of it is a pgrass which
grows on salty country and is of little value.
He might have got twice as much if he had
attempted to cut it. I have no doubt
that after it bad been eut to hay,
the 25 tons would have heen reduced to
five tons, and very poor stuff at that.
I took a number of samples and brought
them back with me.

Hon. W. J. George: You had better send
them to the Museum,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: After
the Board’s interview with him;, Mr. Teale
was not too sure about his position. But
in view of the ztatements he made and the
progress he had indienfted, I insisted he
should not be disturbed. Mr. Teale 1s a good
farmer, and I insisted that he ought to siay,
particularly in view of his statement that
he could sueceed with a little help. This is
what he wrote to Mr. Mann, M.L.C.—

If my Loy ean carn under the reguiations
—=&7 per month for myself and £3 per month
for the boy, we shall have sustenance through
the winter; and while we are getting ready
for next season. 1 guarantee to ask nothing
more from them and accept the department’s
proniise of a final topdressing of pasture at dis-
bandment and trouble them no more.

Mr. Hewby forwarded me the following
nmemo—

The Board, accompanied by the Senior Field
Supervigor, interviewed Teale on his holding
on the 7th Novembher last, in an endeavour to
persnade him to aceept a transfer, gee page
60, but he dcfinitely informed us that he pre-
ferred to stay om his present helding without
agssistunce if neeessary. In letter, page 73, he
gtates that if he and his boy were allowed to
earn £10 per month on contract work duoring
the approaching winter, and a final top-
dressing of pasture, e will not ask for any-
thing more.

T then penned the following minute:—

Tn the communication addressed to Mr.
2uann, ML.C., pages 70.73, Mr. Teale is so
emrhatic regarding his ability to make good
in the very near future and gives such decided
evidener of progress, that I am inelined to
agr>e to the proposition le puts forward. T
am impregsed with the figures he gives with
regard to the carnings from stock, namely,
£31 9s. 14. in 1925, £61 in 1926, and £150 d4s.
8d4. in 1027. At this ratc of progress, with a
little more assistanee, he ought to he inde-
pendent of any further financial help from the
scheme,  The Board wilt he visiting Busselton
in the course of a few days, and I snggest
they see My. Teale and arrive at a decision re-
garding the future assistanee required in order
to see him through. I was not very mueh im-
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pressed by the land, nor by the quantity nor
guality of hay stored when I risited his area
some little tume ago, but it is a reasonable
buginess risk to spend from £100 to £200 to
gave an expenditure of between £4,000 and
£5000, M. F. Troy, Minister, 13/3/28.

I took that risk, and Mr, Teale got what
he asked for, and a bit more and is now
not satisfied nbout his holding!

Hon, W. J, George: Is he growling still?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At the
Tuttenup meeting he said that he had no.
been fixed up in the reclassification.

The Premier: He must have been to the
member for Sussex (Mr, Barnard).

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: However,
I tried My, Teale out. When the meeting at
Tuttenup was held, he immediately wanted
to argue with me about his unsatisfactory
position under the classification. I told him
just where he stood and how his position
was the result of his own obtinaey and
of his own wishes. He asserted that he
had not been fixed up. I think 1 was per-
fectly justified in trying Mr. Teale out. I
did not want to econdemn him to his location,
but he insisted upon staying there. He got
what assistance lie asked for, and T gave him
something in addition as well. Yet he is
now growling that he has not been fixed
up under the new classification! If that is
s sample of the criticism the member for
Sussex ean hurl at the administration of
the group settlement scheme, T think hon.
members will agree that there is not much
senze in his attaek. T propose to give Mr.
Teale every chance. If I had not tried
him out, I have no doubt that the statement
indienting his alleged progress would
have zot abroad, and it would have been held
as evidence that the reclassification had been
a ridiculous one. T§ would have been ad-
vanced in support of the contention that
settlers had leen removed from holdings
upon which they had been rapidly making
good.

Mr. Davy: You have not told us what has
happened to Mr. Teale.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
still there.

Mr, Davy: Is he going to make good?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: He says
he is not satisfied.

The Premier: I suppose he will come
along next vear for another £200 or so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In view
of his attitude af the Tuttenup meeting, I
think the only way to fix him np is to put

He is
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him on a new holding. I know he is a good
settler, but was very ohstinate.

Hon, W, J. George: Let him lie in peace;
do not have another file built up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Now I
have made this statement about group set-
tlement matters, I hope I will not be re-
quired to make any more. I want to make
this scheme snceessful, I do not want any
political controversy about group seitle-
ment. [ do not want to be forced info the
position of having to defend the past .Ad-
ministration against unfair attacks or to
make charges against that Administration.
That sort of thing will not do the group
settlements any good, nor will it do any
good to the State. On the other hand, I
will not shivk the conflict if it is forced
upon me. I will not be forced to aecept
the responsibility for wasteful expenditure
and maladministration in the past. I am
prepared io say that there has been waste
and estravagance; it could not in the cir-
cumstances be otherwise. We are frying
to get away from some of it, and we are
dismissing foremen as fast as possible. We
do not want too many officials in charge of
the work, Our idea is to put the settlers
on their feet and to free them from all re-
strietion. We want fo give them the same
opportunities \that other setflers bhave in
other parts of the State.

Mr. Lindsay: Hear, hear!
have been done long ago.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We shall
be only too happy to make a suecess of the
scheme. If we have the support of all sec-
tions of the community, the settlers will
have their opportunity, and I know the
scheme will make good. I am sorry that the
Leader of the Opposition is not present and
that I have been forced to discuss this ques-
tion in his absence. I commend this phil-
osophy to him. There is no need for him to
worry. He has at present no official respon-
sibility. T am satisfied that in years to come
the group settlement scheme will be a sue-
cess, always provided that the settlers will
stick. Tf they do not stick

Mr. Mann: Others will iake their places.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: That is
so. Western Australia is committed to the
scheme. We have pul our hand to the
plough. We cannot afford to allow the work
to go back. We must help the settlers io
make gond, Tn most instances I helieve
the seltlers will make good. Tt may cost the
State some millions, but if we establish the

That shonid

[ASSEMBLY.}

dairying industry in the Scuth-West and
assure the permanency of our settlers, it
will give the South-West a repuiation for
production, wealth and prosperity thai will
be a great advertisement for Western Aus-
tralia and wil! attract Further settlers to the
South-West in the years to come. Bir James
Mitchell need not worry, Despite the heavy
losses he will get the eredit for the initiation
of the scheme. | do not want ir, but I will
nol accept blame that I am not entitled to.
In vears to come it will stil! be known as
Sir fames Mitchell’s scheme, and T shall not
have the slightest objection to that. On
the other hand, I shall fee! that during the
time 1 was Jinister in chacge of group
settlements, I (id my hest for the scheme
and that the changes made by me had much
to do with its sueress. T was glad to hear
during the disenssion the appreciative refer-
ences that weve made to the Group Settle-
ment Board. In the seleetion of that hoard,
party considerations did not weigh, T he-
lieve lhe board lias the confidence of the
general community, A scheme of this de-
seription could not he administered exeept
by such a board,

The Premier: And the members of Hle
board ure hard working.

The MINTSTEI 1|0R LAXNDS: That is
go. ‘The board members have knowledgze
and experience, and therefore I was glad to
hear the commendations of hon. members.
It is trne that a lot of money will be lost
on the srheme, but that may nof matter so
mitch 10 or 20 years hence when an induastry
has heen Dbnilt up, and the conntry will be
on a sounder basis. T do not want to fur-
ther condemn the absence of anv definite
scheme at the inception of the settlement, Y
do not want to bring that matter up again;
[ am prepared to accept things as they are.

Hon. G. Taylor: You do not think the
Leader of the Opposition would he justified
in allowing your statement to-nmight to go
by the board?

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: No. If
the Leader of the Opposition will move a
motion in this House in order to place the
responsibility where it should be, and appor-
tion it as it should he, I shall welecome the
opportunity, That duty should rest with
the House; I am not concerned shout it.
T will not shirk the job.

Hon. G. Taylor: Neither will he shirk his
responsibility.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: While T
will not shirk that responsibility, I helieve
that with the support of all parties in Par-
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liament and a recognition of its difficulties,
the scheme will prove successful. If that
attitude is adopted by all parmes in the
House, they will not find me eriticai of what
has been dope in the past. | have not the
slightest desire to make the group seitle-
ments a party matter. T am not attempting
to do so in my administration of the scheme.
I have considered no one and nothing ex-
cept what I thonght was just. I have done
justice to sall, and so has the board.

Mr. Davy: 1 should hope so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
my attitude.

Mr. Davy: It is not conceivable that any
Minister would take up aay other atiitude.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
welcome the assistance of the Leader of the
Opposition and of all parties in this House,
and if I get that, I fecl sure that in the years
to come the scheme will make good. That
will undoubtedly be the result if the settlers
do their part. Tf they will accept their re-
sponsibilities now in good heart, in a few
years’ time we shall have established a sue-
cessful industry and a thriving community,
and the prosperity of Weslern Australia
will be greatly enhanced in consequence.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, debate ad-
Journed,

House adjonrned at 10.37 p.m.

Legislative Counctl.
Tuesday, 21st August, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS—S0UTH PROVINCE
ELECTION.

On motion hy Hon. J. Cornell ordered:
That all papers relating to correspondence
between Messrs. G. H. Rainsford, James Cor-
nell, J J. Lawler, C. B. Williams, and the
Chief Electoral Officer, in regard to polling
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places nad postal vote otticers for the South
Province Election, 1928, also all papers re-
lating to che cancellation of appointments of
11, 8. Buzacott and B. R. Judge as postal
vate officers and their re-appointment, be
laid on the Table of the House,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 16th August.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.35]): 1 have always understood
that the fifth wheel of the coach can be very
useful. 1 find exemplification of it to-day,
since 1 have taken the place of somebody else
rather unexpeoctedly, owing, I believe, to a
little indisposition. Stil}, I had intended to
make a few remarks to-morrow, however
much they may have been stated Lefore; for
at this stage of the debate very little ean
be said that has not been already men-
tioned. At the risk of repetition, I intend
to refer to two or three subjects, If I can-
not succeed in making myself interesting, at
all events I will offer compensation by beiny
brief. The Speech puts me in mind of our
weather prophet at the Observatory in that,
while most exeellent in records, it is a little
weak in forecast. However, 1 suppose the
Government have availed themselves of that
wise old maxim that we should not hide our
light under & bushei. The first item I pro-
pose to deal with is that referring to our
whent production. As my text I {ake from
the Speech this excerpt—

It is estimated that a further big advance
will be made for the current season, and a
eampaign hag been initiated for the production
of 50,000,000 bushels of wheat during the
centenary ycay (1929-30).

This has given me & great deal of food for
reflection, because it is impossible for us
to produce that quantity of wheat unless we
have the necessary labour. That brings
us back to the disputed question of land
clearing, which is fundamental in the pro-
duetion of wheat. Unless we have labour
available for the clearing of the land, it
will be impossible to increase the acreage
we have already under erop. During the
last week or two I have been away in
the ecountry, where I have had excep-
tional opportunities for seeing the resul:
of land clearing and the utilisation of the
various classes of labour. Not long ago



